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Road Map to Sustainability
By Catherine O’Neill Grace
Wellesley is undertaking an ambitious plan to reduce its 
environmental footprint and engage with its beautiful campus 
in new ways. It’s beginning with a Year of Sustainability, 
part of its vision for an environmentally responsible future.
Hope in Action
By Jennifer McFarland Flint
Environmentalism comes in many guises for Wellesley 
alumnae. We spoke with five grads in a range of disciplines—
from advocacy and activism to agriculture, art, architecture, 
design, and research—about their work and their hopes 




The Soul of Siberia at Risk
By Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99
Lake Baikal is the deepest, largest by volume, and most biodiverse 
lake in the world   and it is being threatened by climate change 
and an increase in tourism. Professor Marianne Moore and her 
students have been traveling to the lake since 2001, plumbing its 
depths in search of answers. 
1Conservation in the Crowded Bush
By Amy Yee ’96
In southern Kenya, nature and humanity exist, confoundingly  
at times, cheek by jowl. One conservation group has found  
a way to address subsistence poaching and deforestation by 
addressing its root cause: poverty.
Departments
From the Editor






In Memoriam—René Galand,  
1923–2017
In Memoriam—Marshall I. Goldman, 
1930–2017
In Memoriam—Elizabeth Wood Knapp ’64, 
1943–2017
Endnote—Home in a Natural Light 
By Ann Haymond Zwinger ’46
Cover art by Fran Pelzman Liscio/Punks and Roses 
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his past summer, in the midst of a major ofﬁce cleanout, I made some important 
archaeological ﬁnds: a worn but loved ’50 purple beanie, a gift, which I have 
worn in the alumnae parade; a pica pole; a light table; and a lot of slides. (These 
latter elicited amazement from our student worker, who had not seen these “little 
pictures” before. Yeah, how to feel old.) But the best discovery was a letter sent 
to me by Lily Susan Marston ’32, just after I was introduced as the magazine’s new editor in 
the spring 1997 issue. She did not miss the fact that I had gone to Another Women’s College.
“WELCOME TO WELLESLEY,” she wrote. “You are forgiven for choosing Holyoke over 
Wellesley. You were ‘young.’” She goes on: “I’m a Wellesley ‘late bloomer,’ ﬂowering in what is 
known as the ‘waning’ years of life, euphemistically called ‘the Golden Years,’ into both a writer 
and an active, activist radical feminist. You’ll be hearing from me. I’ve found my voice—and 
how!” After describing how women had emerged “from our much too recent history of our 
absorption by our modern version of Neanderthal man,” she ended with a cheery, “Non Ministrari 
sed Ministrare together, Sister Alice!”
Chuckling, I realized this was someone then in her late 80s who had suddenly found her voice 
as an activist. I wondered what it was that made her speak out.
Twenty years later, we are living in a fractious and tumultuous period—one ﬁlled with voices 
ampliﬁed by social media, sometimes spewing blatant untruths and hate. In the midst of all this 
noise, how do we ﬁnd our voices and make what we’re saying count?
Sometimes it’s starting small, with generosity and openness. After the havoc brought by ﬂood-
waters in Houston, and as Hurricane Irma bore down on Florida, a single alum on Facebook asked 
a question: “Can we start a list of currently available places for people evacuating from natural 
disasters?” Within minutes, dozens of alumnae from all over the country were offering rooms 
and homes to Wellesley families, yards where evacuated pets could play. For me, that moment 
of generosity was a wonderful antidote to all the distress swirling through the news that week.
A single voice can give hope and bring solace. A single voice, joined with others, can help to 
bring needed change.
All of which is a long way of explaining why we chose to do this special “green” issue. 
For some time, we have been noticing an active and growing cohort of Wellesley alumnae—as 
well as students, faculty, and staff—working in ﬁelds related to the environment. Many voices 
calling for better stewardship of the Earth, women 
(and men) taking action.
There is Marianne Moore, Frost Professor of 
Environmental Science, emerita, who overcame 
numerous obstacles to collaborate with Russian 
scientists and understand the effects of global 
warming in Siberia. There’s Jae Rhim Lee ’98, who 
started a company to promote environmentally 
friendly burial practices. And Sarah McBride ’18, 
who is working to get students to recycle and live 
more sustainably. And so many others who are 
featured in this special issue.
Climate change is not a myth. The need for sus-
tainable practices is very real. With this issue, we 
seek to amplify these voices in our wider community 
calling for action—large and small, global and local.
Non Ministrari sed Ministrare together, friends.
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JENNIFER 
MCFARLAND FLINT 
(“Hope in Action,” 
page 23) is a 
freelance writer in 
Concord, Mass., 
a former organic 





GRACE (“Road Map 
to Sustainability,” 
page 29) took a 
career-aptitude test 
in high school, the result was “ecologist.” 
While she did not go on to become a 
scientist, the study of nature has been  
a lifelong passion.
Senior Associate 
Editor LISA SCANLON 
MOGOLOV ’99 (“The 
Soul of Siberia at 
Risk,” page 16) fell in 
love with freshwater 
mountain swimming  
as a child at Cole Pond in Enﬁeld, N.H. 
She estimates that about 52 million Cole 
Ponds would ﬁt in Lake Baikal.
AMY YEE ’96 (“Conser-
vation in the Crowded 
Bush,” page 36) is a 
journalist who writes 
for the New York 
Times, the Economist, 
NPR, the Washington 
Post, National Geographic, and others. 
She is a former correspondent for the 
Financial Times based in New York and 
India, as well as a published poet.
Yet the optimism of Wellesley’s most famous 
alum’s commencement message was blunted by 
her own disappointments, which conjured up 
an adversarial world of “trolls” out to step on 
women’s dreams.
When I graduated in the ’50s, I was told the 
world was my oyster. To Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
it seems more like a Venus ﬂytrap.
Doris Schaffer O’Brien ’54
Pasadena, Calif.
WELLESLEY’S BUILDINGS
I enjoyed the article on the newly renovated 
Pendleton West (“The Art of Connection,” 
summer ’17) and am delighted at the opportu-
nities it will be presenting to today’s students. 
Yet I have observed a tendency to portray these 
Wellesley renovations as if the preceding building 
was something to be looked down upon, and one 
that did not deliver a good educational environ-
ment. And I feel that is inappropriate. Each build-
ing at the time it was created served the student 
body. I have fond memories of Pendleton, Green 
Hall, the Science Center, and many of the build-
ings that have since undergone renovation. I did 
not feel deprived nor underserved by the facili-
ties, because ultimately, it was my professors who 
deﬁned the class in sharing their expertise and 
learning. While it is commonplace for succeeding 
generations to at times “look down their nose” 
at the “old-fashioned” and “quaint” things their 
parents and grandparents did and used, that does 
not mean there was anything wrong with them. 
Remember, the slide rule took us to the moon.
May the new Pendleton West bring new dis-
coveries to today’s students, while respecting 
those made by alumnae of past decades in a build-
ing that was once state-of-the-art.
Claudia Newcorn ’81
Modesto, Calif.
SPRING READING IN SUMMER
Congrats on a fantastic issue (spring ’17), which 
I only received yesterday, thanks to international 
post! “The Hidden Truth” by Julie Catterson 
Letters to the Editor
Wellesley welcomes short letters (300 words 
maximum) relating to articles or items that have 
appeared in recent issues of the magazine. Send 
your remarks to the Editor, Wellesley magazine, 
106 Central St., Wellesley, MA 02481-8203, 
email your comments to magazine@wellesley.
edu, or submit a letter via the magazine’s website, 
magazine.wellesley.edu.
SISTERHOOD OF SERVICE
The article titled “The 
Opposite of Difficult” 
(summer ’17) was an 
amazing testament to 
the amazing sisterhood 
of service that Wellesley 
bestows on all of its stu-
dents. I know you’ve 
probably gotten a lot 
of positive feedback 
about this article so far, but I wanted to add my 
kudos, as well. I would love to see a regular “Sed 




Almost a half century ago, I was in the audience 
when then-senior Hillary Rodham, representing 
the graduating class of ’69, read the riot act to 
the commencement speaker, Sen. Edward Brooke 
(R–Mass.), the ﬁrst popularly elected black U.S. 
senator. Hillary made it clear that she didn’t like 
his vision of the world.
Following Secretary Clinton’s commence-
ment address this year (“Go Forth, Be Great,” 
summer ’17), no member of the class of ’17 
stepped forward to deliver a rebuttal.
Over the last three decades, opportunities 
for women have increased exponentially. The 
wealthy, world-renowned former U.S. senator, 
secretary of state, and ﬁrst female candidate for 
















Lindahl ’88 is the kind of solid personal report-
age that I love to read. And the back page essay 
about being a mom in New York City by Jennifer 
Vanasco ’94 (“Mama in the City”) was really 




TWEETS TO THE EDITOR
?? Beautiful, kind article in @Wellesleymag by  
@katefromky about welcoming neighbors 
from #Syria: http://magazine.wellesley.edu/
summer-2017/the-opposite-difﬁcult …  
#RefugeesWelcome
—@ariasahar (Ariana Watson Evarts ’08)
?? i dare you to read this essay in the @wellesley 
magazine by @katefromky and not tear up  
at least a little at the end http://magazine.
wellesley.edu/summer-2017/
the-opposite-difﬁcult …  
—@sam__ﬁelds (Samantha Fields ’06)
?? Retweeted @sam__ﬁelds 
I love you so much dear @Wellesley and  
@Wellesleymag
—@shlokes (Shloka Ananthanarayanan ’08)
?? Regardless of your politics, this story is 
heartwarming. Proud to be a @Wellesley 
student today and every day.
—@MayaNandakumar (Maya K. Nandakumar ’19)
?? A beautiful story by @katefromky in @
Wellesleymag The Opposite of Difﬁcult 
https://shar.es/1TBdXl via @sharethis
—@michmood (Michelle Gosselin Moody ’84)
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I RECENTLY HAD DINNER 
with an inspiring group 
of Wellesley students who 
gather nightly in Homestead 
to share a meal they have 
cooked together. They are 
the members of Wellesley 
College’s sustainable living 
cooperative, SCoop for short, 
which has been going strong 
since 2008. Amid the clink of dishes as food was passed, 
we enjoyed good company and a delicious meal. But it was 
more than a dinner.
As we talked, I saw how these young women had 
created something special that went beyond traditional 
ideas of sustainability (“buying local,” composting, 
reducing waste, for example). While they are certainly 
dedicated to sustainable living, SCoop’s approach to sus-
tainability is also “in subtle and large ways … the practice 
of sustaining ourselves, in all our complex identities,” 
Meredith Wade ’17 told me. During my visit, I saw a 
group of young women deeply invested in practicing a 
kind of emotional sustainability—a way of living and 
learning together that uses shared purpose to bridge dif-
ference and live in a spirit of communal support.
And the time is right to strive for something more. 
Wellesley has declared this the Year of Sustainability (see 
“Road Map to Sustainability” on page 29). By looking to 
SCoop’s example, we can reimagine and expand sustain-
ability’s important environmental goal. We can deepen 
our ethic of care and fulﬁll the promise of this community 
to include and sustain each and every member.
Like any community, SCoop has had to face chal-
lenges, learn, and grow. In particular, during one semes-
ter a few years ago, tensions over difference flared; 
the group’s members struggled with their own biases. 
Three housemates of color felt they needed to leave 
SCoop. “Their absence was palpable and heartbreak-
ing,” Meredith said. It was “a painful wake-up call.” 
The young women turned to what they knew: having 
those difﬁcult, often late-night conversations about how 
to make things better. The conversations sparked real 
changes, with members rethinking their assumptions and 
their worldviews, undergoing difﬁcult self-reﬂection, and 
organizing cross-cultural communication training for all 
its members. Students of color now make up a majority 
of SCoop’s membership.
A sustainable community, they’ve learned, must be 
diverse and must be based in respect. They seek this out in 
the application process, which entails an interview. “We 
try to get to know everyone on a personal level so that 
we can become a house full of team players with different 
ideas, approaches, and cultural backgrounds,” Sabrina 
Ahmed ’17 told me. Their differences focus their energies. 
“Each decision we make together, especially the ones that 
split us apart [at ﬁrst], provides information,” Meredith 
explained. “Working through [difference] allows us to 
learn how to love each other more deeply, and how to 
advocate for our own needs while respecting and accom-
modating each others’.”
The work is worth it, they say, and it sustains them 
emotionally. “I learned that I can listen to stories till 
4 A.M.,” said Sabrina, as long as her cup of tea always 
gets a reﬁll. She learned how to cook three courses for 
20 people with different dietary needs. “I learned how 
my demeanor can affect the mood of those around me 
and how contagious positive energy can be,” she said. 
In other words, “I learned how to make different people 
happy, and how, in turn, that can make me happy.”
SCoop also teaches us that if you bring a range of 
voices together over a dinner table, you’re bound to get 
great ideas. Padya Paramita ’18 remembered a conversa-
tion that led members to come up with the idea for the 
group’s “Layers Party,” a winter clothing exchange and 
celebration. Students come to Homestead with warm 
winter clothes they want to donate, and they can pick 
up clothes they need.
In this Year of Sustainability, let’s look to these young 
women as a model of what hard-won inclusion looks 
like—and how it can be part of an emotional sustain-
ability to which we can all aspire. They show us how our 
most meaningful (sometimes difﬁcult) conversations and 
interactions can actually be a form of sustenance and an 
opportunity for growth. And their example invites us 
to think about how to sustain our own communities, 
wherever we may be.
Leave it to Wellesley women to ﬁnd a new way to 
practice sustainability.
Paula A. Johnson, president
Reimagining Sustainability













 TREES ON THE MOVE
IT SEEMED LIKE MISSION : IMPOSSIBLE—
moving eight trees, some two stories tall and 
100 years old, out of the Margaret C. Ferguson 
Greenhouses to temporary new digs. But last 
July, the Botanic Gardens staff did just that, 
with help from professional tree movers, College 
workers, a Bobcat compact excavator, and a 
crane. Sections of the glass walls were cut away, 
the roots were carefully trimmed and balled, and 
out the trees went, most by crane or excavator 
to the Science Center, and one to a greenhouse 
at the nearby Hunnewell Estate.
The reason for such an elaborate moving 
day? The 92-year-old Ferguson Greenhouses 
had become structurally unsound. They are 
being taken down, and next spring, a gleam-
ing (and sustainable) new greenhouse, Global 
Flora, will rise. “Within those transparent walls 
will be a spectacular conﬂuence of science 
and art, a platform for cutting-edge research and 
teaching in a place of inspiring beauty,” says 
Kristina Niovi Jones, director of the College’s 
Botanic Gardens.
—Alice M. Hummer
> For more on Global Flora, visit goo.gl/VEcgZi.
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environmentally friendly materials, like LED 
light bulbs. “Overwhelmingly, members of the 
Wellesley community are very excited about sus-
tainability and learning about it,” McBride says.
She’s now continuing that work as the 
eco-rep coordinator and a student representa-
tive to the Advisory Committee on Environmental 
Sustainability. As coordinator of all the eco-reps 
on campus, McBride is working to grow and 
strengthen the program.
“Eco-reps are one of the main ways we connect 
with the student body,” she says. These students 
not only serve on House Councils, but they are also 
responsible for managing compost bins in their 
dorms and providing education on sustainabil-
ity practices, through programs like sustainable 
living certiﬁcations. Similar to the work McBride 
did with faculty, eco-reps meet with students to 
discuss what their current practices are and what 
more they could do. By following practices like 
turning off faucets while they brush their teeth 
T 
he ﬁrst week of college is typically 
a hectic one, overﬂowing with new 
friends, new places, and new ideas—
some of which can alter the course 
of your college career, if not your 
entire life. For Sarah McBride ’18, 
a chance encounter that ﬁrst week has made all 
the difference.
“When I came to Wellesley, I was premed,” 
she says. “The ﬁrst of September my ﬁrst year, I 
ended up meeting somebody who was going to 
the People’s Climate March.” Intrigued, McBride 
traveled to New York for the march, and it was 
then that she started to rethink her focus. “After 
that march, I really realized that environmental 
studies or environmental justice was the path I 
wanted to go down,” McBride says. “As I was 
walking down the street, I just really felt like it 
was something I wanted to do, and something I 
needed to do.”
She didn’t drop her premed plans right away, 
but she began to explore environmental studies 
and to take an active role in sustainability efforts 
on campus. As a first-year, she was the eco-
representative for her dorm, providing a voice for 
sustainability on her House Council and acting 
as a liaison with the Ofﬁce of Sustainability. 
McBride took on the role again in her sophomore 
year and then was offered a job with the Ofﬁce 
of Sustainability. There, she worked on sustain-
able ofﬁce certiﬁcations for faculty, a program to 
help increase sustainable practices by educating 
participants on simple changes and by providing 
IN PERSON
REPPIN’ FOR THE 
PLANET
 Sarah McBride ’18
‘It feels good to take care  
of the Earth, and it feels good  
to know that you’re doing  
something that can impact future 
generations and other people  
for the better.’
 —SARAH MCBRIDE ’18
and using drying racks for clothes, for example, 
students earn points toward prizes that range from 
reusable mugs to a Peter Pan bus punch pass. Last 
academic year, the eco-reps completed 47 certiﬁca-
tions, and McBride hopes for even more this year. 
“Most people on campus are receptive, but maybe 
don’t see sustainability as the focus of their daily 
life,” she says.
McBride hopes to change that through her 
work on campus—and off. Her academic focus 
has shifted to include more interdisciplinary 
courses that explore environmental issues, and 
she is now a biology major and is planning to 
minor in environmental studies. Last summer, she 
worked at the Environmental Defense Fund as a 
legislative intern for the political affairs ofﬁce, and 
she attended the budget appropriations hearings 
for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
in both the House and the Senate. “That was an 
incredibly informative experience,” McBride says. 
“It was inspiring to watch the congressmen and 
women and senators who were speaking up and 
speaking out for environmental justice.”
That is something she plans to be doing for a 
long time, whether it means post-graduate studies 
in environmental management or trying to work 
for the EPA, the Environmental Defense Fund, or 
a similar organization. “It feels good to take care 
of the Earth, and it feels good to know that you’re 
doing something that can impact future genera-
tions and other people for the better.”
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES  
at Wellesley is an interdisciplinary 
program, with four dedicated 
faculty members, four other  
advising faculty in the geosci-
ences, biology, and philosophy 
departments, and a staff program 
coordinator. Currently, 34 students 
are majoring in ES, with eight 
additional minors. Through 
coursework, directed research, ﬁeld 
trips, and internships, they focus on 
topics ranging from environmental 
ethics to conservation ecology. The 
program puts out a weekly newslet-
ter for students and alumnae with 
events and job listings—and tips 
for living sustainably. The sugges-
tions below are adapted from their 
2016–17 newsletters.
Greener Cleaners
Store-bought cleaners typically 
contain dangerous chemicals, con-
tribute to greenhouse gas emissions, 
and are packaged in petroleum-based 
products. Avoid bringing those 
dangerous fumes and environmental 
harms into your home by making 
your own low-impact cleaners. 
A simple solution of warm water, 
lemon juice, and vinegar can clean 
almost any surface. For additional 
cleaning properties, add essential oils 
or baking soda to your cleaner.
Appliance Maintenance
Don’t skip tune-ups: Good main-
tenance usually equals efﬁciency. 
Care for your appliances, and they 
will reward you with lower energy 
costs and longer operating lives.
• Car: Follow the scheduled service 
guidelines for your car and keep 
the tires properly inﬂated.
• Refrigerator: Keep the coils on 
the back of your refrigerator clean.
• Heating and cooling: Change 
the air ﬁlter in your air condition-
ing unit and periodically tune 
up your furnace. Turn off fans, 
heaters, and air conditioning units 
before leaving a room.
Why Bhutan?
I’m passionate about sustainable development and ecology. Bhutan is a nation 
where those two interests intersect. Bhutan has committed to staying carbon 
neutral and maintaining 60 percent forested areas, but at the same time, it only 
became a democracy in 2007 and is rapidly developing. The reconciliation of 
the forces of growing industry and population with a historical Buddhist desire 
to preserve nature is not an easy one, but all the more interesting for it.
What kind of courses are you taking?
I’m taking four classes: Himalayan ecology; land use and resource manage-
ment; political ecology of development; and a language and culture course. 
(Dzongkha is the national language of Bhutan, but 19 languages are spoken 
through the nation.) The coursework culminates in directed research in our 
last month of study. Every day of classes is different, with a variety of ﬁeld 
exercises and guest lectures. Just in the last week, I’ve been lectured by a 
Buddhist monk, learned the local plants on a hike, and visited a local mush-
room farmer to learn about small entrepreneurs’ role in the larger southeast 
Asian market, all in the majestic shadow of the Himalayas.
WELLESLEY AWAY
Ecology in the Himalayas
Where are you living?
I’m living at the SFS campus center in Paro, Bhutan. The space used to be a 
small resort, surrounded by the mountains next to the Paro river.
What’s your favorite part of your daily routine?
I love running in the morning. Watching the foggy town of Paro wake up sur-
rounded by Himalayas leaves me awestruck. I run next to the river coursing with 
glacial water and watch the sun creep over the mountaintops. I run varsity track 
for Wellesley, and although I miss my team, it’s great to still run here.
What has surprised you most about Bhutan?
I had no idea what to expect coming to Bhutan. The amount of Western 
inﬂuence is surprising. It’s interesting that in the course of its development, 
Bhutan to some extent strives to be more like the U.S.
NAME: Jenn Harris ’19
MAJOR: Biology
HOMETOWN: Vestal, N.Y.
PROGRAM: School for Field Studies, Bhutan—Himalayan Environment  
and Society in Transition
Look at the Labels
These days, there are so many 
labels on the food and products 
we buy. Here is a list of some 
labels that are worth taking  
note of:
• Fair Trade. Fair-trade certiﬁed 
companies mean workers are 
getting fair wages and farmers 
are getting fair prices for  
their crops.
• Shade Grown or Bird Friendly. 
If you are buying coffee, look 
out for shade-grown labels. 
Shade-grown coffee keeps forest 
habitats intact for birds and 
other species.
• Organic. Organic certiﬁed  
products mean fewer pesticides 
and other harmful chemicals 
being put into the environment 
and into you!
For more information about 
environmental studies at Wellesley,  
visit www.wellesley.edu/
environmentalstudies.
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SHEILAH SHAW HORTON,  
Wellesley’s new dean of students, 
landed on campus not that long 
before the class of ’21 did. Still, a 
longtime professional in student 
affairs who clearly relishes contact 
with undergraduates, she jumped 
right in. During ﬁrst-year orienta-
tion, she served as co-MC of the 
class’s talent show—and in doing 
so, got a good window on  
Wellesley students.
Horton recalls standing 
backstage in Alumnae Hall with  
a group of ﬁrst-years who had 
volunteered to perform for their 
entire class, just three days into 
college. “It takes courage to do 
that,” she says. Suddenly one  
of the students yelled, “OK, 
everybody, pull it in!” and led the 
group in an afﬁrmation activity, 
“reminding them all that they are 
amazing people and will do well  
in their performance,” she says.  
“It gave me chills to see this 
ﬁrst-year student take the lead  
to help her peers prepare for  
the performance.”
Horton says she has been 
impressed by how supportive 
students are of one another, in 
addition to being very bright and 
engaging. A psychologist by train-
ing, she keeps a special eye out 
for issues of health and wellness. 
“This inclination to support each 
other can and should be developed 
Dean About Campus
LAST SUMMER, 39 high-school girls from the United States 
and overseas spent a month getting a taste of college through 
the One Wellesley Summer pre-college residential program, 
now in its fourth year. Living in Stone-Davis, the students 
took a required writing course and an elective in subjects 
ranging from classical mythology to gender studies, taught 
by Wellesley faculty. Another 38 young women came for a 
week in July to delve into a single course—a new program 
in 2017.
Also in its inaugural summer was the Contemporary 
Women’s Leadership Program, which brought women 
college students from China, India, and the U.S. Participants 
spent ﬁve weeks taking part in the discussion-based semi-
nars and experiential learning that Wellesley is known for, 
discovering different types of leadership styles as they began 
to craft their own.
The programs are part of Wellesley’s Strategic Growth 
Initiatives, which are aimed at extending the College’s 
reach, making fuller use of the campus, and generating 
new revenues.
















toward self-care and care for the 
community,” she adds.
Horton comes to Wellesley 
from Loyola University Maryland, 
where she served as vice president 
of student development and  
dean of students. She also spent  
25 years at Boston College in a 
variety of key positions, including 
associate vice president and dean 
of students, from 2008 to 2011. 
Her master’s degree and Ph.D. are 
from BC, in counseling psychology.
The new dean oversees the 
Student Life Division, with a team 
of approximately 75 people— 
cultural advisors, residential life 
staff, religious and spiritual life 
staff, and many more. She plans an 
active year of meetings and student 
events, a “listening tour.”
“My highest priority this year  
is to get to know the Wellesley 
community,” Horton says, “to 
learn about the traditions and 
student experiences that make  
it unique. [I want to] assess  
what is happening and make the 
connections with what should be 
happening as it relates to student 
growth and development. I’ll  
be looking at our residential 
experience and thinking about 
ways to leverage opportunities  
to promote health and wellness 
and inclusive excellence.”
—Alice M. Hummer
LOOK THE FUTURE SQUARELY IN THE FACE. 
In recent months, that has been the daunt-
ing charge to a small group of science faculty, 
working with the Provost’s Ofﬁce, the College’s 
facilities team, and architects from Skidmore, 
Owings, and Merrill in New York. Their project? 
To develop a vision for a new science center 
at Wellesley—one that is inviting, ﬂexible, sus-
tainable, and promotes collaborative teaching 
and research.
In 2016, the Wellesley College Board of 
Trustees approved a construction plan that 
includes replacing Sage Hall, the 1931 brick 
building at the back of the Science Center that 
has been riddled with infrastructure failures and 
is structurally inadequate for contemporary 
science. The 1977 “L-Wing” with laboratories at 
the front of the complex, and the “E-Wing” at 
the side, will remain.
In the summer of 2016, the Science Center 
Faculty Advisory Committee members and 
their partners began working to develop the 
program for the new building, considering what 
elements were necessary to support their 
vision for teaching science at the College. They 
spent this past summer on schematic design, 











Above, right: Architect Roger Duffy (above, center) 
and faculty members visited North Carolina  
State University while investigating innovative  
teaching spaces at institutions around the country.  
Dean Ann Velenchik says the visits inspired them  
with the possibilities, but also showed them  
what not to do. 
ﬁt together within the structure. In the process, 
the group solicited information from students 
and academic departments and visited inno-
vative teaching spaces at colleges and univer-
sities around the country, ranging from the 
University of Minnesota to Duke University.
Led by Dean of Academic Affairs Ann 
Velenchik and Science Center Director Cathy 
Summa ’83, the advisory group has attempted 
to look beyond a narrow focus of departmental 
needs. “We are looking at shared spaces, 
rather than department-owned spaces,” 
Velenchik says, “spaces for more kinds of col-
laboration between students, between faculty, 
and between faculty and students.” One key 
component of the building will be the T.T. and 
W.F. Chao Foundation Innovation Hub, given in 
honor of the parents of Wellesley trustee 
Dorothy Chao Jenkins ’68. It will provide labo-
ratory and active-learning and teaching spaces 
to be used by all disciplines.
“We are trying to create spaces that support 
and display the myriad ways in which Wellesley 
students learn through interactions with peers 
and faculty,” says Nolan Flynn, associate pro-
fessor of chemistry. “This isn’t simply about 
classrooms having the latest technology, 
though that helps. It is about having a palette 
of classrooms that assist faculty in lecturing 
effectively with good sightlines and acoustics, 
in facilitating interactive small-group work, in 
moving in real time from the theory to the 
hands-on practice of doing science, some of 
which are hard, if not impossible, to create in 
our current building.”
Construction is currently slated to begin in 
the summer of 2018. While the building is going 
up, Wellesley will do science in what Velenchik 
calls “a trailer farm” on a nearby parking lot.
“For 2018–19, we have a plan to take over 
100,000 square feet of activity and shove it 
into 30,000 square feet of trailers,” she says. 
“That will require ﬂexibility, creativity, coopera-
tion, and probably butter.”
—Alice M. Hummer







































How sweet the world
Must have been before man
—Giuseppe Ungaretti, from a 1928 poem, “Prayer”
To turn the handmade pages of this artist’s book 
is to feel under your ﬁ ngertips the fragility of our 
world. The featherweight Nepalese papers that 
begin each section of Kalumet are printed with 
starkly beautiful images of nature, and the pages 
make a whispering sound as you lift them.
German artist Clemens Tobias Lange (b. 
1960) created only 24 editions of Kalumet, one 
of which is in the Margaret Clapp Library Special 
Collections. The book is arranged as a kind of 
atlas comprising ﬁ ve regions: Australasia, Europe, 
North America, Africa, and the Atlantic Ocean.
Lange researched the number of languages 
spoken on each of the four continents, as well 
as ofﬁ cial data on the number of airline ﬂ ights 
at a speciﬁ c time of day. In the book, the ﬂ ights 
are represented by images of tiny silver airplanes 
printed over dark, Japanese-ink-washed back-
grounds. At ﬁ rst glance, the airplanes look like 
stars in a night sky, but a closer look reveals the 
outlines of each landmass.
A reader begins to see the relationship between 
the number of languages and flights. North 
America and Europe have the most ﬂ ights and 
the fewest languages. Africa and Australasia have 
the fewest ﬂ ights and the most languages.
“Lange is showing that the more we travel, the 
more we become the same,” says Ruth Rogers, 
curator of Special Collections. “As we lose lan-
guages, we lose cultures.”
The book also includes ﬁ ve poems by Giuseppe 
Ungaretti (1888–1970), one of the most impor-
tant Italian poets of the 20th century. His poetry 
exudes not only a love of the natural world, but 
also an ineffable sadness. His poem “Kalumet” 
provides the title for the book. It describes a 
country so inhospitable that even scorpions 
cannot survive in this “climate of death.” The 
poem, written in the early 20th century, strikes 
us today as eerily prescient.
Lange said in a published interview, “My spirit 
asks me to reference globalism as a spiritual or 
religious condition.” His book bears witness to 
the movement of people around the planet, and 
he asks us to ponder the losses and gains from this 
global travel. Through poetry and nature imagery, 
he points out the urgent need to safeguard what 
we love about this Earth.
—April Austin
Kalumet, 2015. 
Artist’s book by Clemens 
Tobias Lange, with poetry 
by Giuseppe Ungaretti. 
Handmade Japanese 
and Nepalese papers, 
with Japanese ink paintings 
and photography, 
printed letterpress by 
the artist. No. 3 of an 
edition of 24.
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‘Every time we hear 
evidence or data 
being misrepresented 
or ﬂ at out ignored, 
we should rededicate 
ourselves to the 
discipline of good 
research, academic 
integrity, and the 
scientiﬁ c method.’
OVERHEARD
—Provost Andrew Shennan 
at Wellesley’s opening 
convocation
GO GREEN! That was the message the green class of ’57 sent 
Wellesley at the time of their 50th reunion in 2007, with 
the establishment of a fund to support sustainability-related 
efforts across campus. In the last decade, the class’s ongoing 
gifts have funded a wide variety of projects, from “low ﬂ ow” 
showerheads and recycling containers, to BPA-free water 
bottles for ﬁ rst-year orientation, to solar panels and solar-
powered street lights. Students are encouraged to develop 
projects and apply for funding. “In addition to instilling a 
sense of ownership of sustainability on campus, the Green 
Fund provides an outstanding educational opportunity that 
teaches students how to identify sustainability-related issues 
and act on them,” says Associate Professor Yui Suzuki, chair 
of the College’s Advisory Committee on Environmental 
Sustainability. “Learning how to design and implement a 
project is a useful skill that they can take beyond Wellesley.”
5,703   22%  17% 35 56%
YOU MAY HAVE A WELLESLEY LAMP hanging from your 
earlobe—or tattooed on your shoulder—but do you 
know where they came from? After College Hall burned, 
architect Ralph Adams Cram was called in to supervise 
College architectural development. Cram proposed a 
campus lighting design that combined a lantern and a 
shepherd’s staff, based on Psalm 119:105: “Thy word is 
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” “That’s 
a typical Cram idea of working meaning into something 
mundane, a thought-trigger to something larger than 
simply a street light. Admirable,” says Peter Fergusson, 
Theodora L. and Stanley H. Feldberg Professor of Art, 
emeritus. The lamps were installed in 1926. Over the last 
few years, the College has (so far) retroﬁ t 80 percent of 













receive ﬁ nancial aid
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T
his summer, Associate Professor of 
Environmental Studies Jay Turner 
and his wife took their three young 
sons hiking in the deep wilderness 
in Wyoming’s Wind River Range—
with two rented llamas to carry their backpacks. 
But Turner is reluctant to connect his career as a 
scholar of environmentalism to his love for nature 
and concern for parklands—as profound as that is.
“When I think of what matters in terms 
of environment, it’s not the outdoors. It’s not 
national parks. It’s air pollution and water pollu-
tion and issues of environment and public health,” 
he says. “In terms of what’s at stake now, it’s not 
just the outdoors—it’s our health.”
Turner, who earned his Ph.D. in the history of 
science at Princeton, came to Wellesley in 2006. 
“Much of my teaching here has been on issues of 
environmental policy and public health, and a good 
bit on climate change as well,” he says. His popular 
introductory course in environmental studies is an 
entryway for many students to a more sophisti-
cated understanding of the forces at play around 
these issues.
Turner says the ﬁrst Earth Day—April 22, 
1970, which is considered the spark that lit the 
modern environmental movement—was born 
from worry not for the nation’s forests and parks, 
but for its cities. “People were concerned about 
rivers that were on ﬁre, and the fact that you could 
not see skyscrapers in Los Angeles through the 
smog. Yet many people still say, ‘Well, really, the 
movement was most concerned about parks and 
outdoor areas.’ It’s such a deep-set notion in how 
we think about what is ‘environmental,’ even if our 
history has been about something very different.”
He cites what he calls two “origin strands” 
of modern environmentalism and environmental 
policy. “One is that story about the [concern for] 
parks and wilderness. The other one is Rachel 
Carson’s Silent Spring, which was about DDT 
and the health and survival of birds—but was also 
about children, about families, and to an extent 
about farm workers, all of whom were suffering 
the consequences of using chemicals. Eventually, 
it becomes about environmental justice.”
Turner says he has seen Wellesley students 
evolve in their attitude to matters of the environ-
ment. “There has been growing, strong interest 
in issues of race, environment, and environmental 
justice, which is not abating,” he says. “There has 
been growing interest in issues of food, agricul-
ture, and sustainability, and interest in climate and 
clean energy has been building as well.”
In an era when government is turning away 
from environmental protections and leaders 
FOCUS ON FACULTY
Lessons From Environmental History
‘When I think of what matters in terms of environment, it’s not the outdoors.  
It’s not national parks. It’s air pollution and water pollution and issues  













disbelieve the science around climate change, 
staying in the ﬁght can be tough. “This is scary 
stuff,” says Turner. 
After the election in November 2016, he and 
a colleague, Andrew Isenberg, an environmental 
historian at Temple University, embarked on a 
new project.
“I literally took the project that I had been 
working on and put it on a shelf when I realized 
that Trump was coming into ofﬁce,” Turner says. 
“He was saying all of these crazy things about 
how he was going to dismantle the Environmental 
Protection Agency and eliminate our environmen-
tal and public-health laws. I realized that we’d 
actually heard crazy things like this before. Ronald 
Reagan, George W. Bush, Newt Gingrich, all along 
the way had crazy things to say and crazy plans 
to roll back environmental protections. I realized 
that now more than ever, we need to know how the 
environmental movement resisted those efforts and 
what lessons we can draw as we’re facing those 
attacks on an even greater level.”
The result of their work is a book, provisionally 
titled Republican Reversal: Conservatives and the 
Environment from Reagan to Trump, which comes 
out from Harvard University Press next year.
“To be a Republican has not always meant 
opposing environmental protection,” says Turner. 
He explains that Republicans have a long tra-
dition of environmental protection: Richard 
Nixon created the Environmental Protection 
Agency and signed the Clean Water Act; moder-
ate Republicans safeguarded and supported the 
Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act.
“The ‘Republican reversal’ in our title is 
the retreat from the earlier, more moderate, 
Republican commitment to environmental pro-
tection,” Turner says.
Despite current threats, Turner remains opti-
mistic that long-term environmental protections 
enshrined in law will weather this period of 
history. He says, “I think the Trump administra-
tion may well learn a lesson that Ronald Reagan 
and Newt Gingrich and George W. Bush all 
learned the hard way before him, which is that 
when push comes to shove, people like clean air 
and clean water.”
—Catherine O’Neill Grace
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PINAR KESKIN, assistant professor of economics, 
started thinking about water while she was in India.
As a Ph.D. student at Yale, she was study-
ing gender dynamics in households. What really 
caught her attention were the hours upon hours 
rural women spent collecting water.
“These women were spending such a signiﬁ-
cant amount of their day trying to access this key 
resource,” she says. Since then, Keskin has dedicated 
her career to studying water access, quality, and 
scarcity in developing countries, and the economic 
and health issues surrounding all three.
“Almost half of the world’s population has 
issues with water,” Keskin says. She’s fascinated 
with the role socioeconomic status and ethnic 
identity play in access to water, and examines 
whether well-designed policy interventions can 
help. In many cases, the answer is yes.
This spring, in addition to classes on micro-
economics, probability and statistics, and envi-
ronmental and resources economics, Keskin will 
be teaching a new course on the environment and 
developing countries.
“Water scarcity will be more and more serious 
as time passes,” she says. “People treat water as a 
renewable resource, but that’s not true. It’s renew-
able only if we know how to manage it.” We also 
need to worry about the quality of water, she says, 
with more than 3.4 million people globally dying 
every year from water-related disease, according 
to the World Health Organization.
three different research projects. One of them … 
is looking at herbicides in tampons and trying to 
ﬁgure out …  what are some of the exposure risks. 
Another project …  is using used alkaline batter-
ies and taking the oxide powders out of them and 
adding them to compost and soil to more tightly 
bind the lead in the soil so it doesn’t get into the 
plants. This is an example of an engineering project 
that really has a sustainability mindset to it. And 
then the ﬁnal project: It’s becoming increasingly 
popular to harvest fruit from the urban landscape, 
and while there’s a fair bit of literature on [whether 
it is] safe to eat the tomatoes and the kale, there are 
very few if any papers examining what are the trace 
element concentrations in urban fruit.
How did you become the “scarf guy”?
I had students at a meeting, and they were all 
wearing scarves, and I was feeling left out. And 
they gave me a scarf—my ﬁrst try at it. I would say 
90 percent of my scarf collection is student gifts. 
It provides a long-term connection [with] largely 
my research students, but sometimes a class will 
come together and get me a scarf, as well. We do 
have emergency scarves in the lab, so if you ever 
ﬁnd yourself without a scarf, there’s always a scarf 
that you can grab and go.
Most recently, Keskin has been working on 
a study, in conjunction with researchers at the 
University of Virginia, looking at how sky-high 
levels of ﬂuoride in India’s water supply might 
be affecting children’s cognitive development. 
High ﬂuoride levels also put millions of Indians 
at high risk of developing ﬂuorosis, a crippling 
bone disease. Keskin and her team will distrib-
ute ﬂuoride ﬁlters to households. “We want to 
see what effects ﬂuoride may have had that are 
reversible,” she says.
Keskin came to Wellesley from Wesleyan in 
2011. She did a postdoc at Harvard University, 
and has been a visiting scholar at the Toulouse 
School of Economics in France and a visiting 
researcher at Boston University.
Growing up in Ankara, Turkey, in the 1980s, 
she has memories of her mother waiting for water 
at a communal tap. The government periodically 
cut access to water in homes as a way to manage 
a scarce supply due to migration, drought, and 
poor infrastructure.
“It’s women who are typically affected by 
water issues, or children,” Keskin says. “In Africa, 
many kids tend not to go to school so they can 
fetch water. This ultimately has huge economic 
implications.”
—Deborah Lynn Blumberg ’00
How big is your collection?
It’s probably [around] 40.
Can you pick a favorite scarf?
Not possible. It would be like picking your favor-
ite child. I can’t do that.
—Jennifer E. Garrett ’98
Water, Women,  
and the Economy
TO DISCOVER MORE about the intersection of 
environmental studies, geosciences, and scarves, 
we spoke with Dan Brabander, professor of 
geosciences, Frost Professor in Environmental 
Science, and resident “scarf guy” on campus.
What are your research interests?
My research interests have really been informed 
by three training experiences in my life: formal 
training as a geochemist in geology-focused pro-
grams, a postdoc in environmental engineering, …
and a sabbatical at the Harvard School of Public 
Health. In a very concrete way, the research that 
I’ve been involved with for the past 15 years is 
trying to come up with best practices for sustain-
able urban agriculture.
What have you been working on  
with students?
I had a research group this past semester of 14.
I took seven students to the American Chemical 
Society [national meeting], and [they] presented on 
POP QUIZ
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Reviews of books by Wellesley authors
Shelflife
Bentley, the ﬁrst-known photographer of snow-
ﬂakes, which won the 1999 Caldecott Medal 
for its detailed woodcut illustrations by Mary 
Azarian. For those who know and love Snowﬂake 
Bentley, there is much to like in Creekﬁnding, 
which also showcases colorful, dynamic wood-
cuts, this time by Claudia McGehee.
Martin has carved a niche for herself in the 
competitive world of children’s picture books by 
focusing on the biographies (more than a dozen 
to date) of ordinary folk who do simple, yet 
extraordinary, things. This is refreshing in an era 
where so many of the biographies written for kids 
dwell on historical statesmen or popular sports 
stars. Martin’s perennial subjects are the dream-
ers, usually with a strong connection to nature, 
whose determination elevates them to the realm 
of the heroic.
So often the challenges in protecting our planet 
seem insurmountable. “How can I do anything 
about climate change when there are 7 billion 
other people in the world?” my own melancholic 
8-year-old son has asked. But Creekﬁnding offers 
an antidote to such thinking: A single individual 
with a vision, no matter how seemingly impos-
sible, really can make a difference. For older 
children, such as my son, the story provides inspi-
ration and hope. For younger children, such as 
my 4-year-old daughter, it reﬂects what they love 
about the natural world: wading barefoot in the 
water, digging deep in the dirt.
Reading this story aloud to my three children 
has already inspired change in our local eco-
system. For two years we have participated in 
a weekly “forest school,” where my kids join a 
dozen others in free play along the ferny banks of 
a sandy creekbed. But our adventures have started 
to take a toll on the landscape, and so this year
The cost of war—both in human lives and the 
moral questions raised by the actions necessary to 
win—is at the heart of The Paris Spy by Susan Elia 
MacNeal ’91, her latest entry into the Maggie Hope 
mystery series. As one spy says to another, “Wars 
aren’t won by respectable methods,” and her char-
acters struggle with what they must do in the course 
of their operations to further the Allied cause.
For those new to the series, Maggie Hope is 
a Wellesley-educated mathematician and code-
breaker working with the British government, and 
she, too, must now grapple with the reality of 
what agents do in order to survive and accomplish 
their assignments. Undercover in Nazi-occupied 
Paris, Maggie is attempting to complete two dif-
ferent missions: ﬁnd out what happened to an 
agent gone missing with critical intelligence on 
Normandy, and ﬁnd the half-sister she barely 
knows. Using a neutral Irish identity, Maggie 
enters Paris as a young bride-to-be, hoping to ﬁll 
out her trousseau with what remains of the glit-
tering Parisian fashion houses.
What unfolds next is a gripping tale of spycraft 
populated with characters ranging from historical 
ﬁgures like Coco Chanel to ﬁctional ones modeled
JACQUELINE BRIGGS MARTIN ’66
Creekﬁnding: A True Story 
University of Minnesota Press 
36 pages, $16.95
“How does a creek get lost?” So begins 
Creekfinding, the inspiring, true-life tale by 
Jacqueline Briggs Martin ’66 of a trout creek 
buried beneath the Iowa prairie and of Mike 
Osterholm, the man who brought it burbling back 
to life, thus reviving a whole ecosystem.
“Lost is lost,” the naysayers in the book 
say. But Mike proves that what is gone can be 
recovered; you can catch brook trout in a former 
cornﬁeld.
Creekﬁnding is lyrically written, yet with 
helpful footnotes explaining the hows and whys 
of creekbuilding. (How do you get the water 
ﬂowing again? How do the ﬁsh make their way 
back?) Martin is also the author of the classic 
Snowflake Bentley, the true story of Wilson 
Healing the Planet,  
One Creek at a Time
Paying the 
Price of War
Continued on page 81
Continued on page 81
SUSAN ELIA 
MACNEAL ’91
The Paris Spy 
Bantam Books 
301 pages, $26.00
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Biblioﬁles
work on Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
about whom I had published two 
books, did her lively writing intrigue 
me. Then, at the Wellesley Archives, 
thinking that I might write a journal 
article about her literary criticism, 
I discovered 30 books she wrote 
or edited—plus a treasure trove of 
letters, diaries, and, best of all, scrap-
books ﬁlled with clippings of the 
poems and stories she had published 
in the popular press. Happily, I met 
the multifaceted woman whose life 
of personal and professional chal-
lenges resonates with us today.
What was it like working with 
these primary sources?
It was very exciting when I found a 
strand of Katharine’s hair inside her 
diary! As a scholar herself, she made 
it easy for me to read her legible and 
witty letters. I found Wellesley’s 
early history of trailblazing students 
and faculty very moving, and so I 
made the College a major character 
in my biography because it shaped 
Katharine’s 40-year academic career, 
including her mentoring of the then-
unknown Robert Frost. When I 
followed her on her journeys—to 
Colorado, London, Oxford, Spain 
and Egypt—she came alive for me.
What was the most surprising 
thing you learned in your 
research?
I discovered that Katharine had two 
male suitors—one during her year 
in Oxford and one who kept her 
letters wrapped in rose leaves. Like 
Katharine Coman (another early 
Wellesley professor), who became 
her closest companion, the suitors 
were idealistic social reformers 
concerned with unfair labor prac-
tices, extreme wealth inequality, 
and immigrant poverty. All three, 
along with other Wellesley col-
leagues, inspired her to try to unite 
the country in true community.
By Arlene Cohen ’94 | Cohen is the author of Wellesley College, a title in Arcadia Publishing’s  
campus history series.
When we sing “America the 
Beautiful,” or think of the Bates 
dorm on campus, we connect 
Katharine Lee Bates, class of 1880, 
with our alma mater. Melinda 
Ponder ’66 has dedicated 25 years to 
researching the life of this extraor-
dinary alumna, longtime Wellesley 
College professor, world traveler, 
and proliﬁc writer. In her new book, 
Ponder gives us a vivid portrait 
of a woman who was much more 
than “just” the poet of “America 
the Beautiful,” revealing the world 
through Bates’s eyes and describ-
ing her complicated America full of 
national and global problems, still 
unresolved.
Why Katharine Lee Bates?  
Why this labor of love?
I knew from my proud mother (class 
of ’35) and from my own Wellesley 
Stepsinging that Bates had written 
“America the Beautiful,” but not 
until I critiqued her scholarly feminist 
MELINDA PONDER ’66
Katharine Lee Bates:  
From Sea to Shining Sea 
Windy City Publishers 
351 pages, $17.95
A Legacy of  
Wisdom and Song
Freshink
MAREN BECK ’84 and Joshua 
Hirschstein—Silk Weavers 
of Hill Tribe Laos: Textiles, 
Traditions, and Well-Being, 
Thrums Books
KATE BROAD ’06 (writing as 
Rebecca Brooks)—Make Me 
Want, Entangled
CLAUDIA LAUPER 
BUSHMAN ’56—Going to 
Boston: Harriet Robinson’s 
Journey to New Womanhood, 




Happened, Simon & Schuster
SHEILA CONNOLLY ’72— 
A Late Frost, Berkley Crime
BARBARA LYNN DAVIS, 
faculty—Casanova’s Secret 
Wife, Kensington
KATE FISKE ’02—Autism and 
the Family: Understanding 
and Supporting Parents and 
Siblings, Norton
CAROL MCGREW GETTY ’60 
—Peace in Justice: Reflections 
from a Career in the Criminal 
Justice System, Chandler Lake 
Books
BARBARA GLEESON  
JOHNS ’64—The Hope of 
Another Spring: Takuichi Fuji, 
Artist and Wartime Witness, 
University of Washington Press
KIM KOVEL ’75 and TERRY 
HORVITZ KOVEL ’50—Kovels’ 
Antiques and Collectibles Price 
Guide 2018 (50th anniversary 
edition), Black Dog & Leventhal
CYNTHIA YENKIN 
LEVINSON ’67 and Sanford 
Levinson—Fault Lines in the 
Constitution: The Framers, Their 
Fights, and the Flaws that Affect 
Us Today, Peachtree Publishers
MALINDA LO ’96—A Line in 
the Dark, Dutton Books for 
Young Readers
SUSAN BERGMAN 
MEEHAN ’60—The Color  
of Truth, Xlibris
BRONWEN BROMBERGER 
PERCIVAL ’01 and Francis 
Percival—Reinventing the 
Wheel: Milk, Microbes, and 
the Fight for Real Cheese, 
University of California Press
MINNA PROCTOR ’94—
Landslide: True Stories, 
Catapult
ELIZABETH ZELLER 
RIVERS ’58—What I’d Give Up 
for Wisdom, Kelsay Books
MARCIA SAUNDERS 
SCHEINER ’80—An 
Employer’s Guide to Managing 
Professionals on the Autism 
Spectrum, Jessica Kingsley 
Publishers
MEREDITH SORENSEN ’01, 
contributor—Adventures of 
Women Entrepreneurs: Stories 
that Inspire, Radius Press
SUSAN DUBINSKY 
TERRIS ’59—Take Two: Film 
Studies, Omnidawn
LESLIE PERRIN WILSON ’75 
and Joel Myerson—Picturing 
Emerson: An Iconography, 
Houghton Library
SEND US YOUR BOOKS
If you’ve published a book and 
you’d like to have it listed in 
“Fresh Ink” and considered for 
review, please send two copies 
to Catherine Grace, Wellesley 
magazine, 106 Central St., 
Wellesley, MA 02481-8203.
 T H E  S O U L  O F 
S I B E R I A
       AT  R I S K
For almost 20 years, Marianne Moore, Thomas Hodge, and their students have been 
voluntarily exiling themselves to Siberia to study Lake Baikal, both scientiﬁ cally and 
culturally. As Moore retires from Wellesley, she looks back at the wonders of the 
lake—and the challenges it faces due to climate change and an increase in tourism.
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here’s something about Lake Baikal that has 
a profound and lasting effect on people who 
make the long journey to Siberia to see it. For 
some, it’s the sheer, mind-boggling vastness of 
the lake; it is the deepest and largest by volume 
in the world, holding 20 percent of the world’s 
fresh water. Others are captivated by the fact 
that it is the most biodiverse lake on Earth, 
and many of the creatures that live there can 
only be found there, from the puppy-eyed Lake 
Baikal seal to a spooky, translucent ﬁsh called 
golomyanka, the deepest-living freshwater ﬁsh 
in the world.  Everyone mentions the kindness, 
warmth, and hospitality of the Siberian people, 
who are eager to share the wonders of their lake and its environs—
including the occasional bowl of foraged wild mushrooms. But to really 
grasp what makes Lake Baikal so exceptional, you have to visit it.
Marianne V. Moore, Frost Professor of Environmental Science 
emerita and professor of biology emerita, has had the good fortune—
which she largely created herself—to visit Lake Baikal 13 times, eight 
of them with groups of a dozen Wellesley students. The students came 
along with her and Thomas Hodge, professor of Russian, as part of an 
interdisciplinary course they began co-teaching in 2001, Lake Baikal: 
The Soul of Siberia, designed to give students direct contact with both 
the science and the culture tied to the lake.
The lake is a treasure trove for biologists—it is home to more than 
2,500 animal species, more than half of them found nowhere else—and 
it is hard to overstate its cultural importance. It is a powerful symbol 
in the Russian imagination of the unspoiled beauty of the motherland 
and pristine wilderness. “So, it’s somewhat like the Grand Canyon 
and Yellowstone National Park are for Americans,” Moore says. “But 
Russians have a stronger bond with Lake Baikal than we do with any of 
our natural resources. …  There is an anthem written to Lake Baikal that 
all Russians know or recognize, and our Wellesley students learn it.”
Despite its titanic size and how beloved it is, Lake Baikal is threat-
ened by global warming and other changes brought about by humans. 
Moore’s trips to Baikal have led directly to remarkable scientiﬁc col-
laborations and signiﬁcant research ﬁndings on these issues. She has 
published papers on the warming of Lake Baikal due to climate change, 
and helped secure a multimillion-dollar National Science Foundation 
grant that she and colleagues in the United States and Russia are using to 
study how species in the lake are responding to this warming. Thanks to 
a serendipitous discovery she and her postdoc made, she’s also conducted 
a study on heavy metals in the lake going back to the 1930s, and she and 
her students—a mix of science and humanities majors—have also been 
studying the lake’s newest threat, an invasion of stinking mats of algae 
resulting from a boom in tourism and poor sanitation.
A Hidden World
Moore ﬁrst became enthralled with the microscopic life in lakes the 
summer after her sophomore year at Colorado College. She took a 
course taught at a biological station in the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness in Minnesota on the Canadian border, which boasts 
thousands of lakes and streams. She would often go out in a canoe 
and take water samples, and was astounded at the life she’d ﬁnd there.
“I felt like I had discovered a new world that most people didn’t 
know about, and I was absolutely hooked,” Moore says. “I can remem-
ber telling my parents that I wanted to continue studying these creatures 
until I got tired of them.”
A long, full career later, Moore’s enthusiasm has not waned. Her 
youthful, pixie-like face lights up when describing the unusual life paths 
of zooplankton. “Some zooplankton will produce eggs—they’re called 
diapausing eggs—that will remain viable in the sediments for decades 
and in some instances centuries,” Moore says.
Moore’s career has taken her all over the world, from a river system 
in Iowa to lakes in New Zealand to Wellesley’s Lake Waban. She and 
her husband, Nick Rodenhouse, a professor emeritus of biological sci-
ences who studies the effects of climate change on migratory songbirds, 
both accepted jobs at Wellesley because “the research support here was 
good, and that was important to us,” she explains. Her research on 
Lake Waban has included studying the effects of skyglow—the light at 
night that’s cast up into the clouds from cities and then radiates back 
down—on how far zooplankton travel from deep in the lake up toward 
the surface at night to feed.
Extraordinary Measures
Moore’s research migrated from Lake Waban to Lake Baikal thanks to 
a lunchtime chat with Hodge in the mid-1990s. He was a new professor 
on campus, and, as a keen ﬁsherman, he soon sought out Moore to 
learn about the good local ﬁshing holes. “But, within 10 minutes, the 
conversation made a beeline to Lake Baikal. And I guarantee that this 
will happen whenever you bring a Russianist together with an aquatic 
scientist,” Moore says.
Hodge agrees. “That means that the lake is something that every-
body is interested in, from all spheres, both humanistic and scientiﬁc. 
So Marianne said, ‘You know what? There’s funding to develop exper-
imental courses. We should think some day about teaming up and 
offering a course on this,’” Hodge says. Five years later, the two sat 
together on Hodge’s back deck and drew up a syllabus. In the summer 
of 2000, with funding from the College, they were off to Siberia on a 
reconnaissance trip.
Moore and Hodge made the epic two-day journey from Wellesley 
to a biological station owned by Irkutsk State University in Bol’shie 
Koty, a small village with 200 permanent residents, reachable only by 
boat. The biostation was founded in 1918 and at the time was seri-
ously dilapidated: There was no indoor plumbing, and roofs on two of 
the buildings had collapsed. But Moore and Hodge were hopeful that 
the Russians would be able to ﬁx up the buildings before they arrived 
the following summer, and they decided to give it the old Wellesley 
try. “Tom and I agreed that we would bring one very hardy group of 
students over once. We really thought we would offer it once, and that 
would be it… . I wasn’t very optimistic. And then, things went incred-
ibly well,” Moore says.
When the two professors drew up that syllabus on Hodge’s deck, 
they had no idea the course would last almost 20 years. “I think ﬁrst 
and foremost, it’s a testament to Marianne’s stick-to-itiveness, 
her dedication to the ﬁeld, and her dedication to the lake,” says Hodge. 
“It’s a testament to the Russians on the other side, who have been 
PROFESSOR MOORE taught me to be persistent in my work and to hold 
myself to a high standard. Somehow, she has been able to overcome all kinds of 
political, logistical, and communications obstacles in order to do research on 
Lake Baikal, and this sets an example for her students that anything is possible.’
 — Helena McMonagle ’16
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helping us from the beginning. And it’s also …  I can tell you that some-
thing about the lake gets to you. It just does. It got to me. It got to 
Marianne. It gets to our students. And it becomes a very precious thing 
in one’s life, and in one’s consciousness, and therefore, one is willing 
and able to take extraordinary measures to continue to visit the lake 
and to continue to bring other people there.”
Scientiﬁc Gold
The ﬁrst time Moore heard about the data set that would shape her 
research interests for years, it seemed so implausible that she dismissed it 
as a translation error. On her 2001 trip to Baikal to teach the Wellesley 
course, Moore spoke with a Russian scientist about long-term plank-
ton data with the help of a Russian student, who translated. “The 
student said, ‘This is from a 60-year data set,’” Moore says. She couldn’t 
conceive of a data set that old, and didn’t ask any further questions. 
Happily, the next time Moore went to Russia, in 2003, she saw an 
actual graph that conﬁrmed that, indeed, there was data on the lake 
going back to 1946.
“I was really amazed by this, and I began asking questions. In that 
year, there was a Russian scientist who could also speak English. I just 
began pelting him with questions, and I realized that this was a data set 
that had no match in the West. And I also knew that no one in the West 
had ever seen these data,” Moore says. “It’s scientiﬁc gold.”
The extraordinarily rich data set is the result of a long-term project 
of a family of Russian scientists. In 1946, Professor Mikhail Kozhov 
began sampling Lake Baikal because he was curious about how the 
lake changed seasonally and annually. This work was continued by his 
daughter, Olga Kozhova, and his granddaughter, Liubov’ Izmest’eva. 
This devoted family’s research project survived Stalin, the collapse of 
the U.S.S.R., and many harsh winters.
They take water samples offshore from a ship every 10 to 14 days, 
all seasons of the year, even when temperatures drop to –50 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Samples are taken from nine different depths down to 250 
meters, and they measure water temperature, water transparency, and 
plankton abundance and species composition. Counting and identifying 
plankton is an arduous task involving long hours at a microscope and 
a lot of taxonomic training. “The Russians are superb taxonomists. 
They can identify not only all the various species, but all the different 
life stages within a given species,” Moore says.
So in 2005, when Russian scientists at the biostation invited Moore to 
collaborate with them on a project of her choice, there was no question 
about what she wanted to study: She wanted to analyze this data set using 
new statistical techniques. Moore and her colleague Stephanie Hampton, 
an expert in long-term data analyses who was then at the University of 
Idaho, secured funding from the National Center for Ecological Analysis 
and Synthesis at the University of California, Santa Barbara. The funding 
allowed four Russians to travel to Santa Barbara for two meetings; Moore 
insisted that the ﬁnal meeting take place at Lake Baikal.
“I convinced the director to let our group go to Baikal for the last 
meeting, because I felt it was so important for the U.S. scientists to 
experience the lake ﬁrsthand. I also wanted them to see the hardship 
conditions under which the Russians had been collecting these data,” 
Moore says. Two Wellesley students who were Russian majors were 
critical for these meetings. “They were really the only translators there 
who could bridge the English and Russian; my Russian speaking abili-
ties are about that of a 2-year-old,” Moore says. “I was very dependent 
on the students. They did just a super job.”
After analyzing the decades of data, Moore and her colleagues 
discovered signiﬁcant warming of Baikal’s surface waters and bio-
logical changes consistent with this warming. They found that since 
1946, the lake had warmed by more than 1.2 degrees Celsius. “This 
increase sounds trivial, but the annual average temperature of the lake is 
5 degrees Celsius, so this is substantial,” says Moore. Also, to put it 
in perspective, Baikal is warming almost three times faster than global 
annual air temperature. Moore and her colleagues also found that 
warm-loving plankton species had increased in abundance. These ﬁnd-
ings surprised aquatic scientists, who had thought Baikal would be 
relatively immune to climate warming because it is so cold, and the lake 
frequently experiences upwellings that bring frigid water to the surface.
This research led to a much larger collaboration beginning in 2011. 
A multimillion-dollar NSF grant brought together 15 scientists from ﬁve 
U.S. universities, including Wellesley College, plus scientiﬁc colleagues 
at Irkutsk State University. The big question the team is asking: Will 
Baikal’s unique, cold-loving species survive climate change, or will they 
be replaced by warm-loving species found in lakes throughout the world?
The team is still analyzing all its data, but Moore’s group, which 
is studying the ecology of zooplankton, has found that the main 
Baikal-speciﬁc species is more tolerant of the warming surface waters 
than they thought, in part because it migrates up and down in the lake 
over the course of a day. However, they also have found that warm-
loving species that are not exclusive to Lake Baikal have increased. For 
example, Cyclops, a millimeter-long mini-lobster, dramatically increased 
in abundance at nearly all stations throughout the lake. Meanwhile, 
Moore is waiting eagerly to hear about her colleagues’ ﬁndings. “There 
are a number of cold-loving phytoplankton that are very important to 
this lake, and I’m eager to ﬁnd out about [my colleagues’] work. What’s 
likely to happen? Are they going to be able to adapt and persist?”
Seals and Serendipity
Another research project that Moore describes as “tremendously fun” 
came about entirely by chance. One summer day, she and her postdoc 
Ted Ozersky went into the city of Irkutsk to deliver some water samples 
for analysis. “We were in the ofﬁce of the lab, and I saw these drawers 
that extended all the way up to the ceiling, and each drawer had a range 
of numbers on them. And every drawer said Pusa sibirica, which I knew 
was the name of the Lake Baikal seal,” Moore says.
It turns out this was a collection of some 400 seal skulls gathered 
from the 1960s to the present. Because the seals lay down annual bands 
in their teeth, similar to rings in a tree, Ozersky realized immediately 
“that this was a gold mine, that we could sample either the skulls 
themselves or the teeth in the skulls and look at the history of heavy 
metal pollution in the lake,” Moore explains.
Photos on opposite page, left to right: (top row) Wellesley students board the research vessel Kozhov in 2016; Professor Marianne Moore identiﬁes specimens with students 
in 2013; Elena Mironciuc ’13 makes friends with horses on the beach at Bol’shie Koty in 2011; (middle row) Professor Tom Hodge holds an endemic sculpin specimen; 
a student poses at the entrance to a mountain cave above the Bol’shaia Kadilnaia Valley in 2009; Moore and students remove ﬁsh netted overnight for their breakfast in 2013; 
(bottom row) Xena Vronay Ruggles ’15 identiﬁes botanical specimens in the lab in 2011; the 2011 student group poses on the crags high above Bol’shie Koty; Baikal seals 
relax on the Ushkani Islands in the middle of the lake.
I CAN TELL YOU  that something about the lake gets to you. It just does. It got to me. It got 
to Marianne. It gets to our students. And it becomes a very precious thing in one’s life, and in one’s consciousness.’
— Thomas Hodge, professor of Russian
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Ozersky and Moore got permission to remove teeth from 114 skulls 
and bring them back to Wellesley to study. Many students helped slice 
the teeth with a special saw from the geosciences department that’s 
usually used for rocks, and then clean the tooth slices and mount 
them on microscope slides. Ozersky, Moore, and the students took the 
mounted teeth to Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, where they 
used a “fancy mass spectrometer” to quantify the levels of eight dif-
ferent metals. They were particularly interested in the concentrations 
of mercury and cadmium, because those substances can be especially 
toxic in aquatic systems.
Moore and her team found 
that the concentration of these 
two metals peaked in the 1960s 
and 1970s—and the mercury 
levels at that time were high 
enough to jeopardize seal 
health and pose a risk to the 
Buriats, an indigenous group 
that eats the seals. However, 
since then, the levels have 
dropped to the low levels 
observed in the 1930s. They 
suspect that the concentration 
of these metals in the seals 
tracks with atmospheric emis-
sion of metals associated with 
coal combustion and metal-
lurgy, which declined in the last 
decades of the 20th century. 
“The big picture message 
is, despite this lake’s enor-
mous size, remoteness, and 
long residence time, the food 
web responds very rapidly 
to changes in inputs of these 
metals,” Moore says.
Students in the Field
As impressive as Moore’s pub-
lished research is, she takes her 
Baikal students’ research exper-
iments equally seriously. The last two times students have been to Baikal, 
they’ve decided to study the coastal crisis—the increase in harmful algae 
due to nutrients, including from sewage, ﬂowing into the lake.
“Their hypothesis [in 2016] was that streams entering Lake Baikal 
were the source of excess nutrients that were fueling this algae growth. 
So we sampled nitrogen in the mouths of the streams, and then out in 
the lakes,” Moore says. “The upshot of that particular ﬁeld problem was 
puzzling to all of us. There wasn’t a strong indication in the data overall 
that streams were the source of the problem …  and I’ve been working with 
my Russian colleagues since then, and it looks as though groundwater is 
a more important conduit for the sewage than the streams themselves.”
Helena McMonagle ’16, who took the Lake Baikal course her senior 
year, says she learned a tremendous amount from Moore, in the classroom 
and in the ﬁeld. “Professor Moore taught me to be persistent in my work 
and to hold myself to a high standard. Somehow, she has been able to 
overcome all kinds of political, logistical, and communications obstacles 
in order to do research on Lake Baikal, and this sets an example for her 
students that anything is possible,” says McMonagle, who is now a 
researcher at Woods Hole.
Oleg Timoshkin, head of the aquatic invertebrate laboratory at the 
Limnological Institute in Irkutsk, echoes this praise. “Marianne has shown 
the best personal qualities as a scientist and as a teacher. Her knowledge 
of the world literature (includ-
ing the most modern views) 
is amazing; her advice in the 
process of [writing papers for 
publication] is topical, smart, 
and fresh,” he says. “She [is] 
always ready to help (and it is 
always very sincere feeling)—
this type of [person has] become 
more and more rare. I’ve been 
thinking—why is Marianne 
so enthusiastic, often visiting 
Baikal? Why she is trying to 
bring her students here? The 
answer was very simple—she 
really loves Baikal!”
For all of the impressive 
research that has come out of 
their trips to Baikal, Moore and 
Hodge say that the most impor-
tant result from all their years 
of travel is the connections that 
have been forged between the 
students and the Russians, and 
the way that the trip energizes 
the students as conservationists.
“The ﬁrst time I went [to 
Lake Baikal], I was completely 
smitten with it, and I still am, 
with its complexity and its 
culture, its biomes, everything 
about it,” says Hodge. “And so 
I thought, what can I do to help this place? I’m just somebody who studies 
19th-century Russian literature. What can I do to help Lake Baikal? And 
what I immediately realized was that what we can do to help is bring 
a dozen really talented Wellesley undergrads here as often as possible, 
and turn them loose on it, and they will do something that will wind up 
ultimately helping the lake.”
When thinking about the future of Baikal or, more broadly, of Earth, 
Moore also says that she ﬁnds hope in people, from her Wellesley 
students to her devoted Russian colleagues to city mayors who are 
pledging to uphold the Paris climate accord, even as the United States 
leaves. “That gives me hope. Whether or not the change comes soon 
enough, that’s what I don’t know,” she admits. “But you have to be an 
optimist in this ﬁeld.”
Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99 is a senior associate editor at Wellesley magazine.
THE BIG PICTURE MESSAGE IS, despite this lake’s 
enormous size, remoteness, and long residence times, the food web 
responds very rapidly to changes in inputs of [mercury and cadmium].’
 — Marianne Moore, Frost Professor 
of Environmental Science emerita
A  N E W  C L I M AT E  F O R 
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  A C T I V I S T SHOPE 
I N
C
an we all think for a moment about the climate activists and 
environmentalists? On June 1, they watched the president 
of the United States stand in the Rose Garden and announce 
his intention to withdraw from the Paris climate accord, the 
historic 2015 agreement by 195 countries to reduce green-
house gas emissions. Along with the prospect of an increase 
in global temperatures, you could almost see the federal 
research dollars evaporating. “It was a somber day,” says Elizabeth 
Burakowski ’03, a researcher at the Institute for the Study of Earth, 
Oceans, and Space at the University of New Hampshire. “But of course, 
it doesn’t mean we’ll stop moving forward.”
This outlook seems to be a hallmark of the profession. Liz Ogbu ’98, 
a social innovator and designer, says she has been drawing heavily in 
these last few months on a line attributed to Desmond Tutu: “I’m not 
an optimist, I’m a prisoner of hope,” he said. “I still see tremendous 
resilience, so I keep doing my work to set up the conditions where that 
can be achieved,” Ogbu says.
She and Burakowski are two among many in the alumnae body who 
are working in ﬁelds related to environmentalism, or “sustainability” 
writ large. We cast a wide net and found a wider array of ways in 
which alums are contributing to the effort: from advocacy and activism, 
agriculture, art, architecture, design, education, entrepreneurship, and 
journalism, to research and policy, just for starters. While some have 
been at it for decades, their numbers tend to increase in the younger 
alumnae classes—perhaps not surprising for the generation that stands 
to be most affected by a warming planet. On the whole, these are indi-
viduals who ﬁnd hope in action, whose continued efforts aim to gently 
tilt our planet toward a slightly cooler future.
ACTION
B Y  J E N N I F E R  M C FA R L A N D  F L I N T
Illustration by Federica Bordoni
E lizabeth Burakowski was 7 the year her family moved from the ﬂats of Illinois to New Hampshire, but she has no trouble remember-ing the winter day when they all packed into the car for their ﬁrst 
family ski trip. Her mom shelled out $20 for Burakowski’s equipment 
at a ski swap, plus $10 for the lift ticket; the rest of what transpired 
is priceless. Burakowski remembers the thrill of riding a J-bar up the 
mountain, then ﬂinging herself down in a full-on snowplow, arms spread 
as wide as the sky.
From that day forward, Burakowski spent as many days on skis as 
she could. As a geology major at Wellesley, she would keep tabs on the 
snow reports up north, ever hopeful for a weekend escape. Some winters 
were plain bleak, including a Christmas Day that clocked in at 60-odd 
degrees. “It felt wrong,” she says. “That’s really what got me started 
in the study of climate change: seeing the effects of it in my own life.”
Burakowski started with a master’s degree in 2007. Her research 
tracked snowfall and snowcover records in the Northeast from the 
mid-1960s onward, which demonstrated a signiﬁcant warming trend. 
“It was enough to identify winter as warming faster than any other 
season in the Northeast,” she says. She followed that up with doc-
toral dissertation examining how New England’s deforestation in the 
mid-1800s may have affected the climate. She looked speciﬁcally at a 
measure of reﬂectivity called albedo: A bright, snow-covered surface 
reﬂects much of the sun’s energy, whereas dark, forested areas absorb 
more energy and warm the landscape. Settlers in 1850 New England, 
who had cleared the land, experienced winters colder than ours, she 
concluded (also, better ski conditions).
During this time, she participated in another study that “gathered 
much more attention than my dissertation ever would,” she says. 
It examined the economic impact of warming temperatures on the 
winter tourism economy in the United States, a $12.2 billion industry. 
In the small towns of northern New Hampshire, for example, where 
local economies rely on ice ﬁshing, skiing, or snowmobiling, a 65-degree 
Christmas Day is going to melt hopes. “People weren’t really interested 
in most of what I had to say, until I started saying that thousands of 
jobs would be lost in New Hampshire,” says Burakowski, who had 
been talking up climate change with members of Congress at that time. 
“That’s a huge reason for action. But there’s also a lot of value in our 
ecosystems that doesn’t necessarily result in the exchange of currency, 
and that tends to be overlooked.”
As a research assistant professor at UNH, Burakowski says decreases 
in federal funding will have a serious impact on our understanding of 
changing climate. She can’t help but think about her 3-year-old son, a 
snowman superfan. Current climate projections estimate an increase 
in winter temperatures of 8 to 12 degrees Fahrenheit by the end of the 
century.“When he’s in his 80s, will he still have a white winter in New 
Hampshire to share with his grandkids? It’s a distinct possibility that 
he won’t,” Burakowski says. “But if we continue along a trajectory 
of reducing carbon emissions instead of increasing them, we can slow 
this train down.”
That brand of optimism fuels her return to the ofﬁce every day. (Well, 
that and a bus, with a 15-minute walk to/from her son’s day care—part 
of her efforts to reduce her own carbon footprint.) She believes that 
“science will persevere, and scientists will persist, if anything with more 
resolve.” She points to promising leadership at the state level, actions in 
other countries, and the students in her Intro to Climate course, whose 
“hope and optimism are contagious,” she says.
Elizabeth Burakowski ’03
Research Assistant Professor
Institute for the Study of Earth, Oceans,
and Space
University of New Hampshire
Durham, N.H.
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M ost of us probably prefer not to think about death until forced to, and Jae Rhim Lee would say that’s a symptom of our culture of death denial. “We deny that we are made of this earth and 
return to the earth,” she says. That denial lies at the psychological 
root of many of our environmental problems, like climate change, 
and the behaviors that enable them, she says. And now our bodies 
are warehousing the pollutants we’ve introduced to the planet. The Centers 
for Disease Control have identiﬁed more than 200 environmental 
toxins present in our bodies, from preservatives and BPA to pesti-
cides and heavy metals like mercury and lead. In response, Lee offers 
what she calls a modest proposal: Let your last act on Earth be an 
offering to it.
Enter the Inﬁnity Burial Suit, a biodegradable garment infused with 
mushrooms and other microorganisms that speed the body’s decompo-
sition and return organic nutrients to the earth. The idea is simple. In 
death, the body is dressed in the garment and buried directly in the soil. 
And since mushrooms are nature’s master decomposers, Lee says, they 
can render metals and toxins present in our bodies innocuous through 
a process called mycoremediation.
The suit, one of several products on offer by Coeio, of which Lee is 
CEO and founder, represents a “meaningful and beautiful” return to 
the earth, she says, as well as a step toward accepting death. “It means 
taking full responsibility for all the resources we’ve used, the damage 
we’ve done, all the ways in which we’ve polluted over our lifetimes.”
Consider the alternatives. For a typical burial, the body is pumped 
with a cocktail of formaldehyde, a known carcinogen and hazardous 
air pollutant. (Embalmers face increased risk of contracting leukemia 
and ALS or other autoimmune diseases, according to the Green Burial 
Council.) Then the body is then sealed in a casket, which is in turn 
placed in a concrete or plastic liner and buried six feet deep. “The body 
is enclosed in a tomb, completely isolated from the earth,” Lee says. 
Cremation, on the other hand, releases any metals present in the body 
(like mercury ﬁllings) into the atmosphere and consumes coal or natural 
gas in the process. “Our practices for handling the dead are negatively 
affecting the living,” Lee says.
Green burials—where bodies are placed in biodegradable cofﬁns 
or shrouds, minus the embalming and cement liners—represent a step 
in the right direction, she says, but they don’t address the toxins we’ve 
accumulated in our bodies.
Lee wore an early prototype of her mushroom burial suit onstage 
when she introduced the idea in a 2011 TED Talk; it was originally con-
ceived as an artistic provocation. Of the 1.4 million viewers, responses 
fell everywhere on the continuum between death acceptance (“Where 
can I get one?”) to denial (“I hope the mushrooms eat you”).
Dennis White, of Woburn, Mass., was suffering from a terminal 
neurodegenerative disease when he saw Lee’s TED Talk and contacted 
her in 2015. He quoted Neil deGrasse Tyson’s wish “that my body in 
death be buried not cremated, so that the energy content contained 
within it gets returned to the earth, so that ﬂora and fauna can dine 
upon it, just as I have dined upon ﬂora and fauna during my lifetime.” 
In a process documented by a ﬁlm called Suiting Dennis, Lee worked 
with White’s family to grant his wish to be buried in the suit.
Coeio and its products represent a culmination of Lee’s work at the 
intersection of art, science, and culture: She earned a B.A. in psychol-
ogy at Wellesley and a master of science in visual studies at MIT. “I’ve 
come to have many thoughts about all of this,” she says, including the 
notion that pointing ﬁngers will never inspire people to change their 
behaviors. “The alternative is to paint a beautiful picture of what this 
could look like, of our returning to the earth, rejoining the trees, the 
rocks, the salt, and the sand.” Dust to dust.
Jae Rhim Lee ’98
Founder and CEO, Coeio
Atlanta and Austin
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Liza Bemis ’03
Retail and Business Manager,
Hutchins Farm
Concord, Mass.
L iza Bemis’s commute ends each morning at Hutchins Farm in Concord, Mass. Marked by a modest hand-painted sign, the drive-way takes a hairpin turn that unwinds on a 63-acre panorama 
of ﬁelds and orchards spilling southeasterly down to the banks of the 
Concord River. Bemis’s family has been farming the land since 1895; she 
returned full-time in 2011 to manage the retail operations. Her tenure 
represents a blip in time for land that’s been designated farmland on 
maps as far back as 1775—the year the Minutemen mustered across 
the street on Punkatasset Hill, waiting for the British. Native Americans 
had likely been working the land long before that. That kind of history 
forces a long view: “This land isn’t mine or even ours, we happen to be 
making decisions for it right now,” Bemis says.
Hutchins grows produce for sale at its farm stand and farmers 
markets, and for a few restaurants. Bemis’s father and uncle sought 
organic certiﬁcation in the 1980s, early days in the organic movement. 
The farming community was skeptical. “They thought my father was 
crazy for trying to grow without synthetic fertilizers,” Bemis says. Then 
one day, a well-respected farmer was caught stealing their sweet peppers. 
He apologized and sheepishly explained that his own wife preferred 
theirs. “Must’ve been all that manure we were using,” Bemis says.
From a consumer standpoint, organic certiﬁcation bolsters trust. 
When customers visit the farm stand, perched on the hill above the 
main ﬁelds, they have a full view of the crew, their tools, the labor, the 
food. Organic certiﬁcation, with its third-party veriﬁcation, backs that 
up with accountability and transparency. “It gives consumers more faith 
that we are doing what we say we are,” Bemis says.
Beyond that, Bemis says organic standards provide her family reas-
surance about their stewardship of the land. “Farming is not a closed 
system,” she says. “We can so quickly see the effects of our work on 
the land and the environment—the birds, coyotes, deer, all the insects, 
trees, and systems are impacted by our farming choices.” One example 
is the Blanding’s turtle, an endangered species with whom they share 
land. Hutchins’ crew plants their nesting area with a variety of grasses, 
both to improve the turtles’ habitat and hopefully keep them out of 
the row crops. “It mostly works, although occasionally a turtle will lay 
something right in our row,” Bemis says. “But it illustrates the idea that 
we are sharing this land, and while we need to grow food from it, we can 
also be mindful about how that impacts the surrounding environment.”
Farming is ripe with this kind of complication. Puzzling through 
endless technical challenges or ﬁguring out how to respond to a chang-
ing climate keep the job interesting for Bemis. She dabbled in desk 
jobs after college but withered in ﬂuorescent ofﬁce life. She earned a 
master’s in the Agriculture, Food, and Environment Program at the 
Tufts Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy. It opened her 
eyes to a host of problems around climate, food, and social justice, 
ultimately compelling her to return to the family farm, to be the link 
between those ideas and this land.
On some days, Bemis says her work “couldn’t be farther from the 
AFE program—I’m growing food for rich people who can afford it,” 
she admits. On the other hand, she has “an opportunity to talk about 
agriculture with every single person who walks through our doors.” 
The local food movement may be maligned these days as elitist, she 
says, but the real value is in the opportunities for education. “I have had 
countless conversations with customers, employees, and even reporters 
about what organic agriculture really means (and what it doesn’t) and 
how our government can harm or improve agriculture systems in this 
country, and globally. It’s a jumping-off point to conversations about 
the food system in this country.”
Hoi-Fei Mok ’10
Program ofﬁcer, ICLEI; artist
San Leandro, Calif.
H oi-Fei Mok is a self-described environmentalist, social-justice activist, and artist whose work is so varied it makes for a rather long list: from paint and pencil to poetry and collage, and one 
street-corner public-utility box (so far). Mok was one of several artists 
recently selected by the California city of San Leandro to transform the 
exterior of a utility box into a work of public art. Mok’s box displays 
a smattering of bees inside a honeycomb pattern in an earthy palette 
of browns, blues, greens, and gold. One side warns: “You’ll miss me 
when I’m gone.” The other side says, “Because we’re in this together.” 
The explicit message here addresses the decline in bee populations and 
our interconnectedness with their fate, of course. But the spirit of the 
project touches on all the intersections of Mok’s varied body of work: 
anchored in environmental science, with roots in the community, and 
drawing on the power of art to inspire and challenge us.
By day, Mok, who uses the pronouns they/them/theirs, works as 
a program ofﬁcer at ICLEI, a nonproﬁt that supports cities, towns, 
and regions trying to implement climate action plans. Mok joined the 
organization in February, when it was already apparent that state and 
local governments would need to be in a position to step up with critical 
leadership in climate action. Mok’s role is primarily providing technical 
assistance, for example, helping member cities understand their emis-
sions inventory, helping develop climate action plans, or collecting data 
on energy use. It’s hands-on community work, something they missed 
earlier on in academia: After a B.A. in biochemistry, Mok earned a 
Ph.D. at the University of Melbourne in 2014 in environmental science.
Not long after completing the doctorate program, Mok signed on as 
a fellow in the CivicSparks AmeriCorps program, where fellows work 
in tandem with a California community to implement sustainability 
efforts. Mok spent a year in the environmental trenches for the city of 
Emeryville, incentivizing alternative transportation and helping develop 
the city’s climate action plan. In that program, as in their work in local 
governments, Mok was surrounded by a cohort that was mostly white. 
Mok hopes to encourage other people of color to take up this work 
to bring more “people of color in the leadership spaces, to be making 
decisions about policy.”
While working toward their doctorate in Australia, Mok co-founded 
and facilitated a collective for women of color and participated in com-
munity art projects with Melbourne’s Centre of Multicultural Youth 
and the queer art and culture festival called Midsumma Festival. Back in 
California, Mok was an 2016–17 equity fellow at San Francisco’s Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts, a program that brings together community 
members for a yearlong exploration of equity. They’re also an artist-in-
residence at API Equality Northern California, which aims to combat 
prejudice based on gender, sexual orientation, race, or xenophobia.
For Mok, art is both an essential act of self-care and a way to 
reframe the conversation around environmentalism. “Art can help 
us envision a future where we all have access to clean energy, food 
and water, safe homes, and inclusive communities,” they say. Art is 
also a way to communicate the messages around social justice to a 
wider audience. “I see all of this as interconnected. A lot of my work 
is determined by relationship building: It’s key to building a strong 
social fabric, which is what will make us more resilient in the face of 
something like climate change.”
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Liz Ogbu ’98
Designer, social innovator, urbanist
Oakland, Calif.
W hen she was training as an architect, Liz Ogbu remembers holding a particular vision of the hero architect: the visionary problem-solver (probably in fashionably studious specs), who can ﬁx just 
about anything with good design. The problem with that illusion, she 
says, comes when the emphasis too often favors the design over the 
human beings in it. You can wind up with solutions that are done unto, 
instead of with, communities.
“Sometimes there’s a narrative that bringing people into the mix 
means you’ll spend more money, or that it’s mutually exclusive to pursue 
business goals and social-innovation goals,” she says. But Ogbu isn’t 
buying it. She is part of an emerging ﬁeld of designers motivated by the 
belief that design can indeed drive social change—speciﬁcally when it 
takes a human-centered design approach.
After a B.A. in architecture, a master’s from the Harvard Graduate 
School of Design, and several years of traditional practice, Ogbu trained 
as an innovator-in-residence at IDEO.org, the sister nonproﬁt branch of 
the international design and consulting ﬁrm IDEO. In 2012, she founded 
a consulting practice called Studio O, where she applies human-centered 
design and architecture to tangled social problems. Clients include non-
proﬁts and municipalities, often in challenged urban environments.
She also lectures at UC Berkeley and the Stanford d.school, spread-
ing this message to the next generation of designers: “It is the poor 
and communities of color around the world that are potentially the 
most adversely affected by climate change,” she says. Given a voice in 
the decision-making, “the people most affected by climate change and 
environmental injustice could be the strongest voices and collaborators 
in addressing it.”
For a sense of what human-centered design might look like, take the 
example of the Bayview–Hunters Point neighborhood in southeastern 
San Francisco. The area wore all the scars of its industrial past: with 
slaughterhouses and tanneries, a nuclear research facility, a shipyard 
(identiﬁed as a Superfund site in 1989), and a coal- and oil-fueled power 
plant. In 2011, more than 40 percent of the residents—largely African-
American, a mix of middle-class families, immigrants, and industrial 
workers—were living below the poverty line. “It’s the classic environmen-
tal justice story,” Ogbu says, pairing residential spaces with polluted land.
After the power plant closed in 2006, the site was remediated and 
readied for redevelopment. Ogbu was on a team of three ﬁrms that won 
the commission. This kind of vacant industrial space sometimes gets 
the “tactical urbanism treatment,” Ogbu says, with pop-up retail spots 
in colorful shipping containers. But her team went a different route: 
asking the residents what they’d like to see there.
Some ﬁrms might hold community meetings for this purpose, but “I 
think they reward those who are time rich and can afford to show up, 
not those who are time poor,” Ogbu says. Instead, their team planned 
events that would offer something of value to the community: a circus, job 
training, a coding workshop, a StoryCorps booth. Each event has been a 
staging ground for activities to engage the community; while people are 
there, Ogbu’s team can collect ideas about how residents want to use the 
space. To date, more than 50 activities have yielded more than 11,000 
attendees, and the neighborhood’s hopes and desires are taking shape.
Enlisting residents as collaborators in charting the future use of the 
space is “imperative,” Ogbu says. This kind of human-centered research 
doesn’t exist in opposition to technical quantitative data, she says. “It 
actually provides nuance, so we can understand the true situation on 
the ground. For me, that’s one of the most important things when we 
talk about innovation: It isn’t just what’s accomplished in the end, but 
how does the process support the people at the center of it?”
Jennifer McFarland Flint is a freelance writer in Concord, Mass., 
and a former staffer at Wellesley magazine.
                R O A D  M A P 
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      S U STA I N A B I L I T Y
Wellesley is undertaking an ambitious plan to 
reduce its environmental footprint and engage 
with its beautiful campus in new ways.
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On Sept. 11, conservationist Wendy Judge Paulson ’69 went bird-
watching with a gaggle of students, staff, and faculty members. They 
had a pretty good morning—during an hour’s ramble through Alumnae 
Valley and alongside Lake Waban, the group spotted some 24 species, 
including a yellow-rumped warbler, a pied-billed grebe, and a quarreling 
group of warbling vireos. In the tupelo trees along the winding paths, 
the watchers spied catbirds, cedar waxwings, and goldﬁnches. It was 
a perfect morning to be out in the landscape.
It was not always so. Before 2005, a stroll through this area border-
ing Lake Waban on the west side of campus took the walker across 
a crumbling parking lot and past decaying tennis courts, all of which 
was on top of a brownﬁeld of toxic soil. It’s easy to forget that what 
is today Alumnae Valley is a built environment, a wetland in which 
the landscape is conﬁgured so that water runoff ﬂowing through it is 
cleansed before it reaches the lake.
The ambitious restoration project earned a 2006 Award of Excellence 
by the American Society of Landscape Architects in a competition that 
included 500 international submissions. In the years since its comple-
tion, nature has so abundantly returned to Alumnae Valley that (along 
with bird-watching) a range of outdoor activities—including identify-
ing plants, ﬁnding amphibians, and locating pollinators—was offered 
as part of the campuswide Sustainability Day on Sept. 11. The day 
inaugurated the College’s Year of Sustainability as well as the Wendy 
Judge Paulson ’69 Ecology of Place Initiative.
“The 2017–18 Year of Sustainability will engage students, staff, and 
faculty in conversations about what sustainability means to us as indi-
viduals and as an academic and residential community,” President Paula 
Johnson wrote to the College community this fall. “Both the Paulson 
Initiative and the Year of Sustainability will help prepare our students 
to be active, engaged, and environmentally aware global citizens.”
CHANGE IS POSSIBLE
The 2017–18 Year of Sustainability is the brainchild of the Advisory 
Committee on Environmental Sustainability, a group of faculty, staff, 
and student representatives who worked with the College to create an 
ambitious, 10-year plan that stakes Wellesley’s future on sustainability 
and commits to a dramatic reduction of the College’s environmen-
tal footprint. In April 2016, the Wellesley College Board of Trustees 
approved the plan.
Laura Daignault Gates ’72, chair of the board, was instrumental in 
moving the plan through the approval process. “Each of us needs to 
contribute to healing and maintaining our environment,” Gates says. 
During Sustainability Day on Sept. 11, Wendy Judge 
Paulson ’69 points out a bird to an attentive student.




































“The College is not exempt. These topics are a necessary part of a 
relevant 21st-century curriculum.”
As an institution, Wellesley is committed to environmental steward-
ship as it moves into the future. “We are building new buildings and 
have asked that sustainable practices be incorporated,” says Gates. “We 
are investing in new, sustainable energy technologies, not only because 
of the potential for high returns, but because it aligns with our values. 
Learning what sustainability means and adapting our behavior is part 
of making a difference in today’s world.”
STEPS ON THE ROAD
The goals of the College’s sustainability plan include:
• Reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 37 percent by 2026 and 
44 percent by 2036 (from a 2010 baseline);
• Reducing potable water consumption by 50 percent by 2026 
(from a 1999 baseline—39 percent was already achieved between 
1999 and 2014).
Additional goals include phasing out plastic bags at campus retail 
operations, making sure that 90 percent of the ofﬁce paper purchased 
by the College will have at least 30 percent post-consumer-recycled 
content, and providing support for faculty across all disciplines—not 
just the sciences—who want to integrate discussions of sustainability 
into their courses.
The sustainability committee worked for three years to develop the 
plan, collaborating with the facilities department and holding campus-
wide events to gather input from faculty, staff, and students. Among 
the plan’s goals for eight separate sectors are:
1. Academics: Increase hands-on learning and research opportunities 
in sustainability and expose incoming students to sustainability 
at Wellesley.
2. Buildings: Address the backlog of deferred maintenance of build-
ings and their supporting infrastructure and establish protocols 
for each building for maximum energy efﬁciency.
3. Climate and energy: Install solar arrays on campus that can 
supply 5 percent of the College’s electricity demand over the 
course of a year; meter 80 percent of buildings for electricity and 
other utilities and make the information available for manage-
ment and decision-making.
4. Food and dining: Create a better system for collecting more 
food-related data and information and increase sustainable food 
and utensil purchases.
5. Landscape and watershed: Improve sustainability of water man-
agement, including storm water runoff, and increase metering, 
measurement, and environmental testing.
6. Purchasing and waste: Undertake a systematic review of waste 
management on campus and report monthly statistics on volumes 
of waste and recycling, as well as increase the number of admin-
istrative ofﬁces taking part in a challenge to be sustainable.
7. Transportation: Reduce single-occupant personal vehicle use for 
commuting from 80 percent to 60 percent of trips by 2020 and 
increase the efﬁciency of the Wellesley Motor Pool ﬂeet with new 
purchases and replacements.
8. Water: Pursue improvements to the campus’s already high-quality 
water supply, including the upgrade of the College’s aging water 
supply infrastructure, which is the source of taste complaints 
about campus water, and phase out the purchase of bottled water 
across campus.
FOCUS ON SUSTAINABILITY
Wellesley’s Year of Sustainability is part of the College’s road map to 
an environmentally responsible future. “I’m nervous and excited,” said 
Yui Suzuki, associate professor of biological sciences and chair of the 
Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability, as the academic 
year began. “I don’t think we’ve had a theme year any time in recent 
history. I don’t know how it’s going to work out—but I do think it’s 
exciting that we can get the whole campus to think about sustainability. 
It has to be a grassroots movement at this point.”
Throughout the 2017–18 academic year, sustainability and/or 
climate change will be a theme, imbuing the annual Douglas, Wilson, 
and Goldman lectures and monthly faculty talks in the Science Center. 
Invited speakers will include an advocate for zero-waste living; an expert 
in sustainable architecture; and an academic working at the intersection 
of biology and art. A philosophy colloquium will address moral and 
political issues concerning climate policy.
A behavioral-change campaign will be run in student dorms by eco-
reps who will encourage recycling and reduction of waste (see “Reppin’ 
for the Planet,” page 6), and the sustainability committee will host a 
competition to encourage student engagement in sustainability-related 
projects on campus. In addition, the committee has provided faculty 
with tools, such as reading lists and websites, for integrating sustain-
ability into their teaching, says Suzuki.
‘To me, sustainability means being committed to U S I N G  R E S O U R C E S  R E S P O N S I B LY  
                         and E L I M I N A T I N G  W A S T E.  Sustainability is not a “bolt-on.” It is integrated into everything we do.’
 — Dave Chakraborty, assistant vice president for facilities management and planning
‘We hope by the end of the year to have a C O N C R E T E  S E T  O F  D E F I N I T I O N S  
  [of what sustainability means to the College], or at least some guiding principles.
 The hope is, the students will take some of the ways of T H I N K I N G  A B O U T  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y 
    and the behavioral change that comes with it with them beyond the College.’
  — Associate Professor Yui Suzuki, chair of the Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability
DEFINING THE TERM
So, what does “sustainability” mean at Wellesley? In 1987, the UN 
Brundtland Commission deﬁned sustainable development as “meeting 
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.” But as Suzuki talked with people 
around the College, he says he realized that “there was just no clear 
understanding of what sustainability means. Everyone asks us, what 
does sustainability mean? And I think this is something that’s very 
important to deﬁne for the College. Each institution needs to come up 
with its own deﬁnition.”
“To me, sustainability means being committed to using resources 
responsibly and eliminating waste,” says Dave Chakraborty, assistant 
vice president for facilities management and planning. “Sustainability 
is not a ‘bolt-on.’ It is integrated into everything we do. I am elated that 
the trustees have adopted a sustainability plan. And I am optimistic that 
we will meet the goals because the trustees, senior administration, and 
the College community are committed to promoting sustainability. The 
biggest challenge will be to ﬁnd the initial investment dollars. We can 
surmount the challenge, however.”
Chakraborty would like to see Wellesley, which last year was number 
75 on the Sierra Club’s “Cool Schools” list, begin to climb up that 
assessment ladder. The annual list ranks colleges and universities on 
“green” measures that reﬂect the broader priorities of the Sierra Club—
campus energy use, transportation, and fossil-fuel divestment. “If we all 
work together, I am sure that we will rank among the ﬁnest sustainable 
colleges in the nation,” he says.
Helping to lead the charge is Rob Lamppa, who joined the College 
as director of energy and infrastructure and chief sustainability ofﬁcer 
in October. An engineer by training, Lamppa brings broad experience 
in physical-plant operations and improving sustainability performance, 
honed in his role in sustainability operations at the 935-acre campus 
of the University of Wisconsin–Madison.
“Energy use management—from the power plant to the buildings—is 
the key to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Reducing GHG emissions 
is one of the key goals of the sustainability plan, and Rob’s experience 
and background will lead us in the right direction,” says Chakraborty.
VARIED VIEWS
The advisory committee took a stab at deﬁning sustainability last 
year in a vision statement: “Sustainability is a multifaceted, complex 
concept that touches on various issues ranging from climate change and 
renewable resources to social justice and policy. A major goal of the 
sustainability year is to bring together a great diversity of perspectives 
about sustainability and to promote a campus-wide conversation about 
sustainability. Through this initiative, we hope to engage the College 
community in vibrant discussions about what sustainability means for 
Wellesley College and to promote positive behavioral changes that 
reduce waste, promote recycling, and conserve energy.”
One committee member takes it further: “For me personally, [the 
deﬁnition] is tricky,” says Sarah Barbrow, a science librarian. “A crucial 
component of the word just means to be maintained over time. …  I 
personally think of sustainability with ‘green’ in my head, but I try to 
remind myself that the College can’t be green without being ﬁnancially 
sustainable.”
What do the students say? Answers vary, but Hazel Wan Hei 
Leung ’20, a history and political science major from Hong Kong, 
says, “For me, sustainability comes down to leaving the Earth a better 
place than you found it—politically, economically, and socially. For me, 
environmental sustainability is not unconscious of economic ramiﬁca-
tions. It has heart.”
As a ﬁrst-year, Leung became involved with EnAct, the newest 
student environmental organization, and serves on its executive board. 
“Our mission basically is to promote environmental action on campus. 
We’re interested in issues of food justice and engaging with the admin-
istration about environmental issues,” she says.
“We’re excited about the Year of Sustainability and working with 
a lot of environmentally minded people on campus. I think people are 
ready to have the conversation. It’s very timely in the political era we’re 
living in. We support environmental justice—not just on the campus, but 
also in the world. It doesn’t matter where you live; it’s global. That’s the 
scariest part, but the most uplifting part—that sense of a common cause.”
Suzuki, who believes sustainability is “a way of living, a way of 
life,” says, “We hope by the end of the year to have a concrete set of 


























Wellesley’s Sustainability Day included explorations  
of the amphibian and reptile life on campus—including 
this turtle.
The Ecology of Place Initiative encourages students  
to walk in the beauty of the campus landscape.
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The stewardship of Lake Waban is central  











Spearheading the Paulson Ecology of Place Initiative is director Suzanne 
Langridge, who joined Wellesley this summer from the Stanford Woods 
Institute for the Environment at Stanford University.
At her interview for the directorship, Langridge brought along a 
hands-on ecology activity in a bag of twigs, leaves, and mosses, “just 
some things from different places in California that were special to me,” 
she says. “I did a little activity with everybody, asking them to close 
their eyes, and just use their senses to think about, what is this? What 
does it remind me of? What does it make me think about? Then they 
got to open their eyes. It was fun, because [the material] wasn’t from 
here, and there were a lot of ecologists in the room trying to ﬁgure out, 
what is this thing?”
Not surprisingly, Langridge got the job. “I see ‘ecology of place’ 
as the intersection between nature and culture,” she says. “How do 
we bring those things together in a way that students can build an 
environmental ethic?
“This position really is about trying to connect students to the land-
scape here in Wellesley. Not just bringing biology students out for a 
ﬁeld class, but really across the board, asking, how can we get students 
to connect to this landscape.”
Langridge quickly noticed how passionate alumnae are about the 
Wellesley campus. “Alumnae come back and talk about the whole idea 
and philosophy behind making this campus, building the landscape in 
a way that really allows connection to nature to happen as students 
are walking from class to class. There’s already a strong foundation, an 
underlying belief, that that’s what the campus is about.”
With a Ph.D. in environmental studies and ecology and evolutionary 
biology, Langridge has taught courses in animal ecology and conserva-
tion, ecosystem restoration science and policy, and insect ecology. She 
hopes to work right away with faculty on how they can make more 
use of the campus, and how she can help with that. “At some point, I’d 
especially love to do some team teaching across disciplines,” she says. 
“But for now, I will be doing a lot of listening to students.”
Among the students Langridge is likely to listen to is Riley Rettig ’20, 
who went bird-watching with Wendy Paulson on Sept. 11. “All the 
numbers and graphs about reducing our carbon footprint are criti-
cally important,” says Rettig, “but if people aren’t out in nature, it’s 
not going to make much difference to them. We need to cultivate an 
environmental ethic on this campus.”
Senior associate editor Catherine O’Neill Grace was thrilled to see a Baltimore 
Oriole one morning when she was walking through Alumnae Valley. As the 
Year of Sustainability gets underway, she’s making an effort to reduce her use 
of paper in the magazine ofﬁce.
To read more about the College’s sustainability plan, visit goo.gl/86YHzp.
deﬁnitions, or at least some guiding principles. The hope is, the students 
will take some of the ways of thinking about sustainability and the 
behavioral change that comes with it with them beyond the College.”
STEWARDS OF PLACE
Those working on sustainability at Wellesley see a connection between 
on-campus practices and broader environmental challenges. “Taking 
action here is consistent with our commitment to ‘minister unto,’” the 
Wellesley College Strategic Sustainability Plan states.
In that spirit, running concurrently with the Year of Sustainability—
and integrally linked to it—is the inaugural year of the Paulson Ecology 
of Place Initiative.
This program, made possible by a generous gift from Wendy Judge 
Paulson ’69, seeks to use the beauty, diversity, and history of the land-
scape to teach environmental literacy and inspire environmental action. 
It will intentionally connect all Wellesley students to place, to the ﬂora 
and fauna with which they share their four-year home and the natural 
rhythms of life outdoors.
The initiative will include hands-on management of key ecosystems 
on campus, building a knowledge base through case studies. These 
efforts will enable students to get to know and understand the campus 
biological communities—such as Alumnae Valley, the Science Center 
meadows, Lake Waban/Paintshop Pond, Paramecium Pond, the Edible 
Ecosystem Teaching Garden, and the Bog Garden—by taking care of 
them. It will also involve activities in the arts and humanities, with 
writing classes using Wellesley’s setting as a journaling or poetic muse, 
dance performances inspired by the landscape, plein air painting, pho-
tography, and more.
For Kristina Niovi Jones, director of the Wellesley College Botanic 
Gardens and adjunct assistant professor of biological sciences, envi-
ronmental literacy is a core skill students should acquire, on a par with 
public speaking. She sees intrinsic scientiﬁc value in the acres on campus 
that she calls “a living laboratory.” In the long term, Jones says, “revers-
ing the reckless decline of ecosystem health and biodiversity globally 
is the ultimate goal, as graduates take their love of nature with them 
when they leave Wellesley.”
That love of nature is central to the whole community’s experience 
of the campus—not just students. Alumnae, faculty and staff, neigh-
bors—and the president—cultivate it as well. At the evening event 
launching both the Paulson Ecology of Place Initiative and the College’s 
Year of Sustainability, President Johnson recalled that when she was 
exploring the arboretum with Jones, she “took a moment to listen to 
some birdsong.”
“We are the stewards of these spaces and the life that ﬁlls them,” 
Johnson said.
‘We are building N E W  B U I L D I N G S  and have asked that S U STA I N A B L E  P R A CTI CES  be incorporated.  
            We are investing in new, S U STAI N A B L E  E N ER G Y  technologies, not only because of the  
    potential for high returns but because it aligns with OU R  V A LU E S.’
  — Laura Daignault Gates ’72, chair of the Wellesley College Board of Trustees
M
ercy Ngaruiya, or Mama Mercy, as she’s 
known, lives in a village in southern 
Kenya in a cluster of low houses sur-
rounded by lush greenery. She wears a 
loose pink dress and a coif of bouncy curls as she 
hospitably offers tea. A glossy black cat drapes 
herself across the table and rests against the 
serving tray.
Mama Mercy has lived in this rural area 
for two decades. In the early days, she remem-
bers people selling buckets of meat carved from 
antelopes and other animals poached from the 
surrounding bush. Poachers set wire snares 
or hunted at night by blinding animals with 
powerful ﬂashlights and chopping them down 
with machetes. They weren’t faceless criminals. 
Poachers were men from the community who 
slung their motorbikes with a dozen rabbit-sized 
antelopes called dik-diks and sold them to fellow 
villagers for $1.50 each. One former poacher told 
me he kept only the dik-dik’s head and intestines 
for his family to eat; he sold the rest. There were 
scarcely any jobs in the area other than working 
small farms to eke out a living—if someone was 
wealthy enough to own land.
“We had so many problems,” Mama Mercy 
recalls. “Most people are not educated. They said, 
‘What are we going to do for money?’”
People also made charcoal, a ubiquitous 
cooking fuel across Africa. Most of it is made 
illegally by cutting down trees and slow-roasting 
wood in dirt pits to create carbonized hunks. As 
the forest was cut down for charcoal and wood 
for cooking, the land grew more arid. Wildlife 
habitat—tracts of scrubby bush and acacia trees 
with parasol-like branches—shrank. Water was 
so coveted that local cattle herders lit ﬁres at 
water holes to keep animals from drinking.
There was another option for making money. 
A nearby dusty two-lane road is, improbably, the 
main highway between Nairobi, Kenya’s capital, 
and Mombasa, the port for all of East Africa. 
          I N  T H E
  C R O W D E D
 B U S H
   C O N S E R VA T I O N Journalist Amy Yee ’96 spent ﬁve weeks last year in southern Kenya, covering environmental conservation. 
In an area where poaching and deforestation have been 
rampant, she found glimmers of hope—thanks to an 
NGO that was addressing poverty.
BY  AMY YEE   ’96 
Illustration of Mercy Ngaruiya by Jörn Kaspuhl
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During the day, scattered vehicles chug along and 
disappear into the vast horizon.
At night, the road is transformed. It becomes 
a congested thoroughfare lined chockablock with 
roaring, groaning trucks. Sometimes, they pull 
over near wooden shacks that are roadside res-
taurants and bars. In dim parking lots, women 
in short skirts and tight tops slip in and out of 
shadows veiling the vehicles. Trucks rumbling past 
carry goods to Kenya and neighboring countries. 
And as is common in this transient profession, 
drivers often carry sexually transmitted diseases. 
This trucking route was a hotspot of HIV and 
AIDS. Some 1.6 million people have HIV in Kenya, 
making it one of six African countries with the 
highest incidence of the disease.
“Truckers make friends with women wherever 
they go,” Mama Mercy says simply. AIDS took its 
toll here. “People were very sick and thin,” she 
remembers. “There were funerals every week.”
One night, a Kenyan man accompanies me 
to the highway. He volunteers to pretend he is a 
customer and approaches a scantily clad young 
woman standing on the roadside. Their silhou-
ettes brighten in the headlights of passing trucks. 
After a few minutes, he returns. The woman would 
have sex with him for 300 shillings, about $3, he 
reports. He bargained her down to 200 shillings, or 
$2. For $10 she would have sex without a condom.
Nature and humanity coexist, confoundingly at 
times, cheek by jowl in Kenya. Its major highway 
bisects Tsavo National Park, the country’s largest 
national park, which is equivalent to the size of 
Wales. Some 150,000 people, including Mama 
Mercy, live here in the Kasigau Corridor—more 
than 500,000 acres of unprotected land wedged 
between the two halves of the national park. 
People live among migrating zebra, giraffe, and 
antelopes, as well as lions, elephants, and buffalo 
that occasionally crush locals on foot.
Last year, I unexpectedly spent ﬁve weeks living 
in the bush of the Kasigau Corridor to write about 
a conservation group called Wildlife Works. It 
found a way to tackle subsistence poaching and 
deforestation by addressing its root cause: poverty. 
The group set up an international system to earn 
money through carbon credits and convinced 
locals not to cut down trees. In return, village 
councils got money for preserving the forest and 
then repaired schools, granted scholarships to 
children, and built water pipes and storage tanks. 
The conservation group hired hundreds of locals to 
work in small clothing workshops, a greenhouse, 
a tourist lodge, and a mechanic shop, and as wild-
life rangers and others who could curb poaching 
and charcoal making. Wildlife Works also trains 
women to grow tree seedlings, which it buys and 
plants in the forest.
Because of those efforts, Mama Mercy and 
other locals say the area has changed. The forest 
has ﬂourished. Poaching has drastically declined, 
and wildlife has returned.
One morning, while I was out running on a 
trail, a large antelope called a kudu leapt across 
the path in front of me. At another point, on a 
patrol with rangers a few miles drive into the 
bush, we saw buffalo, impala, giraffes, elephants, 
and even lions. Two decades ago there were no 
lions here, but now there are several dozen, 
including two males lounging by a water hole as 
though poolside in the Hamptons. Once, when 
driving down the long dirt road to Wildlife 
Works’ ofﬁce, I saw a herd of elephants standing 
nearby, languid in the afternoon sun, with their 
ears gently ﬂapping.
At night on the highway, plenty of women still 
await truckers. But Mama Mercy says most of 
them are from nearby towns; they migrated here 
to ﬁll the gap when local women started working 
at the garment workshops run by Wildlife Works. 
I recall that the young woman willing to have 
sex without a condom for $10 was not from this 
town, but a neighboring one.
As more locals got steady jobs with Wildlife 
Works, they could better support their families. 
The NGO employs some 300 people. That may 
not seem like much, but it is now the county’s 
third-largest employer.
I went to southern Kenya to learn and write 
about poaching and wildlife and environmental 
conservation, but found myself talking to people 
about making a living and struggling to survive 
in precarious conditions. I played checkers made 
from bottle caps with rangers who used to poach 
and make charcoal before they were hired by 
Wildlife Works. One young man who was 
orphaned as a boy frankly said he would have 
been a “street child” if not for scholarships from 
Wildlife Works. He exceeded his dreams and got 
a university degree in environmental science, and 
today, helps with measuring the forest.
Mama Mercy recalls the pitiful sight not long 
ago of women so poor that they carried precious 
drinking water in empty Blue Band margarine 
containers. During the AIDS epidemic here, she 
started a women’s group to raise awareness about 
the disease and support those suffering. At ﬁrst, it 
was challenging to talk to people about the taboo 
subject of AIDS.
Now, with awareness and antiretroviral treat-
ment from international aid groups, funerals 
are no longer a weekly occurrence. Locals are 
surviving what was a terrifying scourge. Even 
people with HIV can say, “I’m living positive. 
I’m happy,” notes Mama Mercy.
But life here is still difﬁcult. I spoke with locals 
whose farms had been ravaged by elephants. One 
woman stood in her ﬁeld of corn ﬂattened by a 
herd of 13,000-pound pachyderms that devoured 
her crops. Her year’s income was gone. Another 
woman’s children were sleepless from waking at 
night to help scare away marauding elephants by 
banging pots.
Conﬂict between humans and wildlife in the 
area is worsening. A new elevated railway along-
side the highway means elephants cannot migrate 
to the other side of the national park to ﬁnd food 
and water. Infrastructure development is vital 
in this growing country, but there are ways to 
mitigate its environmental impact—for example, 
underpasses beneath the railway and better plan-
ning to consider wildlife migration.
Tensions are inevitable when wildlife and 
humans coexist. But one good sign is that the 
forest is thriving—no small feat when not long 
ago, the future for its animal and human inhabit-
ants seemed bleak. “Our community has changed. 
Our community is green, not like before,” says 
Mama Mercy. “I’m breathing fresh air.”
 
Amy Yee ’96 is a journalist who writes for the New 
York Times, the Economist, NPR, the Washington 
Post, National Geographic, and others. She is a 
former correspondent for the Financial Times 
based in New York and India, as well as a published 
poet. Follow her on Twitter at @amyyeewrites. 
I WENT TO SOUTHERN KENYA 
TO LEARN AND WRITE ABOUT 
POACHING AND WILDLIFE AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION, 
BUT FOUND MYSELF TALKING TO 
PEOPLE ABOUT MAKING A LIVING 
AND STRUGGLING TO SURVIVE 
IN PRECARIOUS CONDITIONS. 
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News and information from the worldwide network of the Wellesley College Alumnae Association
WCAA
The Buzz on  
The Wellesley Hive
The big Wellesley W put in a guest appear-
ance at the Kennedy Center in Washington, 
D.C., last June for the annual meeting of 
the Washington Wellesley Club. More than 
400 alumnae turned out to meet and greet the 




































IN THE FIRST FEW MONTHS after Christine 
Cruzvergara became associate provost 
and executive director for career educa-
tion, she estimates she spoke with about 
350 members of the Wellesley community, 
most of them alumnae. One thing became 
clear—alumnae valued the strength and 
the power of the Wellesley 
network, but they weren’t 
always sure how to tap 
into it. “Many alums kept 
saying, ‘I really just keep 
in touch with my friends, 
and if anything, the extent 
to which I can reach the 
network is just friends of 
my friends.’ They said, 
‘There’s this amazing 
extended Wellesley network that we 
know about, but we have no idea how to 
actually engage in it,’” Cruzvergara says.
At the same time, she and Missy 
Siner Shea ’89, executive director of 
the Alumnae Association, realized 
that they both were receiving requests 
from various alumnae groups—classes, 
clubs, shared-interest groups—that 
were interested in setting up mentor-
ship programs. The two decided to 
collaborate on creating a comprehen-
sive, cohesive platform for Wellesley 
alumnae and students seeking mentor-
ship and mentoring opportunities. They 
put together a working group of seven 
alumnae and two students to help shape 
the platform, and in May, the Wellesley 
Hive was launched.
The Hive allows alums and students 
to connect as mentors or as mentees, 
search for jobs and internships shared 
by alumnae and students, participate 
in discussion groups to connect with 
others around shared 
career interests and iden-
tities, and more. At the 
time of publication, 3,352 
alums from more than 30 
countries, 863 students, 
and 85 faculty members 
had joined the Hive. More 
than 100 mentorship rela-
tionships had been formed, 
and over 1,700 messages 
had been sent through the platform.
“I’ve taken comfort from Wellesley 
mentors, beneﬁting tremendously from 
reading and hearing from other people: 
‘I failed seven times before it worked.’ 
‘All my friends thought I was crazy.’ 
‘Some mornings, I didn’t even want to 
get out of bed,’” says Brenda Krafft ’93, 
a web developer and ﬁtness instructor 
who participated in the Hive’s beta 
testing. “Even if I never connect with 
them directly, hearing that the struggle 
is worth it gives me the conviction to 
stay my course.”
—Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99
To join the Hive, visit hive.wellesley.edu and sign in using your Wellesley login. If you don’t 
know your Wellesley login, email helpdesk@wellesley.edu.
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Hartford Wellesley Club’s 125th anniversary celebration with 
keynote speaker President Paula Johnson. For more information, 
contact Lesley Rhodes Robertson ’88, director of alumnae 




WCAA winter board meeting
APRIL
6–8
Ethos 50th anniversary celebration. For more information,  
email ethos50th@wellesley.edu.
22–26
Class of ’51 mini-reunion in Chicago. For more information, 
contact Kathy Harter Webster ’51 at kwebster@xo.be.
MAY
10–13
Class of ’65 mini-reunion in Chicago, chaired by Susan 
Batchelder Plimpton ’65, Carolyn Kott Washburne ’65,  
and Claire McCarthy Peterson ’65. For more information,  
contact Claire Peterson at claire@tourismcollaborative.com.
11
Stepsinging. 4:30 P.M. on the chapel steps. Alumnae are welcome.
14
Class of ’57 mini-reunion in Washington, D.C. For more information, 
contact Ann Haried Volz ’57 at annlvolz@hotmail.com.
30
Senior lunch and WCAA induction ceremony
JUNE
6–8
WCAA spring board meeting
8–10
Reunion for classes ending in 3s and 8s
AT REUNION IN JUNE, the newest Wellesley special inter-
est group (SIG) threw a party in Billings—and President 
Paula Johnson stopped by. Organizers of the Wellesley 
Alum Pride Alliance (WAPA) hope it’s the ﬁrst of many 
events, says Malinda Lo ’96, who has been deeply 
involved in getting the SIG going and is serving as its 
acting president.
WAPA seeks to connect with as many LGBTQ+ alums 
as possible, and asks those interested to register on its 
website at wapa.alum.wellesley.edu. For 2017–18, WAPA 
will be led by a temporary governing board while building 
a membership base to elect a governing board in 2018.
Reaching out directly to all LGBTQ+ alums is difﬁcult, 
because the College does not collect data on sexual orien-
tation. “There are 300-plus people in a secret Facebook 
group,” says Lo. “We’re hoping to connect with people 
who aren’t on Facebook.” Since WAPA launched in 
May, about 100 people have signed up on the website. 
Organizers are hoping for many more.
“The Alumnae Ofﬁce has been very, very enthusiastic 
about launching this group,” says Lo. In late June, the 
WCAA provided hats and buttons to alums marching in 
the New York City Pride March.
“We have plans to do many things,” says Lo. These 
include local outreach and networking and connecting 
with LGBTQ+ students on campus. “We want to show 
support for students and support for alums out in the 
world,” says Lo. She would like to see the creation of an 
oral history to “reclaim our history. It’s time to celebrate 
the fact that we exist, ﬁnally. It has been so long.”
—Catherine O’Neill Grace












The Alumnae Association announces the following events for 2017–2018. Unless otherwise noted, events take place  
at the College. For more information, call the Alumnae Ofﬁce at 781-283-2331.
Alumnae at the 2017 New York City Pride March
To learn more about the activities of the WCAA, 
visit www.wellesley.edu/alumnae.
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René Galand
1923–2017
René Galand, professor emeritus of 
French, died on May 28 at the age of 94 
at his home in Hingham, Mass. He was 
a prize-winning scholar of 19th- and 
20th-century French literature, a brilliant 
teacher and mentor, and a proliﬁc writer 
of critical and creative works in French 
and English—and in Breton, the language 
spoken in his native Brittany. He joined 
the French department in 1951 and retired 
after 42 years on the Wellesley faculty.
A generalist at heart, René’s intellectual and aesthetic interests 
ranged widely, and his knowledge appeared similarly boundless. 
His publications on French literature include ﬁve books on authors 
from Chateaubriand, Renan, and Baudelaire in the 19th century to 
Camus, St.-John Perse, Robbe-Grillet, and writers of the Surrealist 
and Oulipo movements in the 20th, in addition to numerous articles 
and reviews in French and American periodicals. These achievements 
were recognized in 1971 by the French government, which awarded 
him the Palmes Académiques “in recognition of his scholarly dis-
tinction and many services rendered to French culture.” René wrote 
essays on American writers as well, including Melville, T.S. Eliot, and 
Jack Kerouac, and he had an abiding interest in speculative ﬁction, 
including the work of H. P. Lovecraft.
René’s academic specialty was poetry, especially modern poetry. 
But poetry was his life in another way, too. He was himself a skilled 
poet in the language of his Breton upbringing, and under his Breton 
name, Reun ar C’halan, published three books of poetry, the ﬁrst of 
which was awarded the Xavier de Langlais Prize for Breton literature 
in 1979. There followed volumes of memoirs and short stories, and 
dozens of individual poems and articles in specialized journals and 
collections. In 2003, he received a second award, the Imram Prize, in 
recognition of this distinguished œuvre of Breton poetry and writings 
on Celtic culture.
René entered Yale as a graduate student in 1947, but his path 
to the academy was anything but conventional. In 1943, during the 
German occupation of France, he joined the French resistance and in 
1944 fought for the liberation of his country in the wake of the Allied 
landings in Normandy. He elaborates in his Wellesley faculty proﬁle:
In August and September 1944, my unit joined forces with the com-
bat commands of General Middleton (from Patton’s Army) against 
the Kreta Korps (25,000 men) commanded by the German General 
Ramcke, and we captured the fortiﬁed position of the Menez Hom 
and the Naval Aviation base of Lanvéoc-Poulmic south of Brest 
while the Americans forced the surrender of General Ramcke and 
captured the port of Brest and its U-boat base.
René resigned his commission in the fall of 1946 and joined his par-
ents and sister in the United States.
To us younger members of the department—now ourselves the 
Old Guard—René was our scholar-father, the go-to authority on 
matters literary and bibliographic. Asked to comment on the draft 
of an article, he would invariably answer at length, in remarks writ-
ten by hand on 8 ½ x 11 sheets of blue paper. A dedicated educator, 
he guided generations of Wellesley students and extended a help-
ing hand to aspirants in the profession, some of whom he didn’t 
know, but all of whom understood his message of inclusion: “You 
are one of us.” Having applied for a job in a year when René was 
chair of the department (1968–72) but there were no openings, I 
still have the two-page letter he wrote—by hand, on the regulation 
blue paper—informing me of the situation. Astonished to receive 
something other than a Xeroxed form letter, I vowed that one day 
I would work in this French department whose chair cared enough 
to respond in person.
We junior colleagues valued another mark of René’s openness 
and generosity: the cocktail parties he and his wife, France, regularly 
hosted at their home. You arrived and were greeted by their daughter, 
Caroline (Wellesley ’85), doing the rounds with trays of goodies; later 
their son, Joel, would treat the guests to a mini violin recital. There 
was no tinge of noblesse oblige to these gatherings. René clearly felt 
he had a responsibility as a senior member of the department to bring 
people together in ways that sanded down the professional edges and 
encouraged off-duty sociability among wildly disparate personalities 
(“You are one of us”)—an old-school commitment to sodality and 
solidarity that, it bears saying, seems outdated and almost quaint in 
21st-century academe.
In his on-duty moments, René was formal, by temperament and 
by choice, but behind that formality lay a subtle wit, a warm smile, 
a deep kindness, and a vital commitment to literature, to the life 
of ideas, and to his colleagues. By virtue of his service to France 
in World War II, he belonged to what’s been called the “Greatest 
Generation,” most of whose members are now gone. To the junior 
faculty who ﬂourished under his mentorship and to many others 
at Wellesley, René was a one-man Greatest Generation, the perfect 
scholar-teacher—tested, seasoned, accomplished, unstintingly plac-
ing his enormous gifts in the service of a common good. Although 
he, too, is gone now, his example will endure in the memory of those 
of us who were fortunate to account him our colleague and friend, 
and to stand in his glow.
—Barry Lydgate, professor of French
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Marshall I. Goldman
1930–2017
Marshall Goldman, Kathryn W. Davis 
Professor of Russian Economics emeritus, 
died on Aug. 2 at the age of 87. Marshall 
grew up in Elgin, Ill., and received his 
bachelor’s degree from the Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania. 
He earned his master’s and Ph.D. in 
economics from Harvard University. In 
1958, he joined the Wellesley faculty, and 
for the next 40 years was an extraordi-
narily devoted and distinguished member 
of the Wellesley community.
Those who worked with Marshall remember him as energetic, 
funny, hard working, an intense competitor on the squash court, 
a loyal and truthful colleague. Given his enthusiasm for sharing 
what he knew, it is no surprise that he was a popular and admired 
teacher. He would study the portrait directory of students and 
know all their names the ﬁrst day of classes. Marshall was a femi-
nist from the start, committed to promoting the success of young 
women in every sphere of their lives. He was doubtless inspired by 
the example of his wife of 64 years, Merle Goldman, an expert on 
modern Chinese history and professor emerita at Boston University, 
and later by his daughters and daughters-in-law. His eyes lit up 
whenever he talked of his family.
In the spring of 1972, the economics department issued its ﬁrst 
annual newsletter, a tradition we have maintained ever since. The 
newsletter was sent to alumnae who had majored in economics and 
included updates on the faculty. Marshall’s ﬁrst entry follows:
“Marshall I. Goldman returned from sabbatical leave in 
September 1971. During his leave, he completed work on two books, 
both of which appeared in 1972. The ﬁrst is a revision of an earlier 
book now called Ecology and Economics, published by Prentice-
Hall; the second is The Spoils of Progress: Environmental Pollution 
in the Soviet Union, published by MIT Press and translated into 
Japanese. Also during the past year, his articles have appeared in 
The New Yorker, Harvard Business Review, New York Times, The 
Nation, Journal of Political Economy, and Boston Globe. As part of 
his work on environmental problems, he was invited to conferences 
in Tokyo, Finland, Paris, Moscow, and New York City. His speaking 
engagements included appearances on local television and lectures at 
Wesleyan, Dartmouth, Columbia, Harvard, Boston College, the U.S. 
State Department, Naval War College, and Wellesley Garden Club.”
Amazingly enough, Marshall’s updates always read this way, 
year after packed year. He was a proliﬁc author, publishing more 
than a dozen books, most focused on the Soviet and Russian econ-
omy. Marshall was especially prescient in predicting the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and later doubting that perestroika, the economic 
reforms associated with Mikhail Gorbachev, would succeed. He 
was a longtime fellow and associate director of the Davis Center for 
Russian and Eurasian Research at Harvard. He was also an active 
and inﬂuential public intellectual, representing Wellesley in the 
world at large. He wrote opinion pieces that appeared in major U.S. 
newspapers and periodicals. He spoke on Good Morning America, 
appeared with Ted Koppel on Nightline, contributed to NPR, gave 
expert testimony to Congressional committees, briefed Sen. Ted 
Kennedy, and met with U.S. and Russian presidents.
Marshall’s interest in the world was global and local. He was 
equally delighted to meet with President George H. W. Bush at 
Kennebunkport and to speak at the College’s Hillel. Indeed, he was 
a generous and long-time supporter of Wellesley Hillel and of Jewish 
life at Wellesley. And Marshall loved to speak to Wellesley alumnae. 
In one year alone, while on sabbatical in 1991–92, he spoke at over 
25 Wellesley alumnae clubs about the failings of perestroika. He also 
led Wellesley College alumnae tours, including a legendary one in 
which he and Merle took an alumnae contingent, including Kathryn 
Wasserman Davis ’28, on a trip by rail from Beijing to Moscow.
Marshall was an unstinting supporter of Wellesley College 
in general, and the Wellesley economics department in particular. 
Every year, the department hosts the Goldman Lecture, bringing in 
a luminary in the world of economics and politics to discuss current 
issues. His family established the Marshall I. Goldman Professorship 
of Economics in his honor, and Kristin F. Butcher ’86, the current 
department head, is the inaugural holder of that professorship.
As recently as 2009, Marshall’s newsletter entry was as daunt-
ing as ever:
“The big event for Marshall was the publication of his new book 
Petrostate: Putin, Power and the New Russia by Oxford University 
Press. There will soon be editions in German, Japanese, Russian, 
and even Estonian. Despite a sometimes critical review of the book 
in Russia, Marshall was invited to meet once again with Vladimir 
Putin as well as Dmitri Medvedev, now the president of Russia. The 
White House invited him to brief George W. Bush before Bush and 
Putin met in St. Petersburg. He also led a group of Wellesley alumnae 
along the river-canal route from Moscow to St. Petersburg, which he 
expects to do again this June.”
In more recent years, slowed by age and illness, Marshall talks 
in the newsletter about spending time at home with friends, with 
Merle, who survives him, and with his four children and their fami-
lies, including 12 grandchildren. Marshall’s love of family was appar-
ent to all who had the good fortune to know him.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Continued from page 3
POWERFUL AND MOVING
This is a line in appreciation of the article “The 
Hidden Truth.” Julie Catterson Lindahl ’88 has 
written a very powerful and moving piece. By 
raising awareness of the crimes of the past, one 
hopes that such horrors will not get repeated in 
the future.
Krishnan Menon
Father of Radhika Menon Mathur Kuruppath ’19
Madanapalle, India
NAZIS IN SOUTH AMERICA
Thank you for sup-
porting, then pub-
lishing, “The Hidden 
Truth.” Julie Catterson 
Lindahl’s courageous 
search for her terrify-
ing roots proved that 
falsehood can almost 
destroy us.
She also laid bare the 
hidden story of the Nazis’ inﬁltration through-
out South America and their inﬂuence upon their 
communities. I recommend reading Wellesley 
Professor Marjorie Agosín’s book, A Cross and 
a Star, her “mother’s” memoir of growing up 
in Chile. In this memoir, pages 84 and 85 read, 
“Upon entering the main door of the house, I was 
confronted with an extravagant and huge portrait 
of Adolf Hitler situated on a small altar of lilies. 
The mother of my girlfriend prayed to Hitler like 
someone praying to a savior. At that time, I was 
thirteen years old, and I used to hear the emigrants 
tell stories of terror and agony in the living room 
of my house. Without saying a word, I ﬂed from 
my friend’s home …  never visiting them again.”
Nancy Lurie Salzman ’54
Cambridge, Mass.
FAMILY HISTORY
For the ﬁrst time ever, I have put aside an article 
from a magazine for rereading. Author Julie 
Catterson Lindahl ’88 (“The Hidden Truth”) has 
told us about a family attempting to erase history, 
and I am sure hers is not the only family that tries 
to obliterate the past. The past must be understood. 
And author Lindahl has decided to do just that—
for the sake of the next generation—and, in her 
case, for the sake of worldwide understanding.
This article should be reprinted in German and 
sent to a German publication. And it should be 
reprinted in other languages as well.
On a smaller scale, many of us have had family 
history to confront. Writer Lindahl has helped us 
all think things through.
Mary Ingalls Waddell ’58
Tiverton, R.I.
FACING THE PAST
Thank you for “The Hidden Truth” by Julie 
Catterson Lindahl ’88. This must have been very 
difficult to write, and I appreciate her efforts 
very much.
Julie’s family should be proud of her for facing 
the uncertainties of the past. I am so glad she 
loved her grandmother. Love is powerful, and the 
chapel [at Wellesley] reminds us that God is Love.




HEALING THE PLANET,  
ONE CREEK AT A TIME
Continued from page 14
we are moving our base camp, to give the spot a 
chance to recover. My kids can’t wait to see what 
our creek looks like when we ﬁnd our way back 
in a year’s time.
—Sarah Ligon ’03
Ligon is a freelance writer and editor living in 
Mississippi, where she homeschools her three 
children, mainly out-of-doors. Follow her on 
Instagram @themotheroﬁnvention.
PAYING THE PRICE OF WAR
Continued from page 14
after real-life counterparts. Indeed, Paris itself 
is like a character in the novel, as it strains to 
remain true to its spirit while being gripped tightly 
by the Nazi occupation. MacNeal’s thoroughly 
researched novel shifts from Churchill to Hitler to 
Hope seamlessly, offering various perspectives on 
what was going on behind the battleﬁelds in the 
arena of misinformation and sabotage as planning 
for the Allied invasion progressed.
It is a common adage among spies to “trust no 
one,” and Maggie must learn to heed this warning 
as it becomes clear that there is a double agent 
lurking somewhere in the network of British spies 
and their French counterparts. As she attends the 
ballet and fashion shows to maintain her cover, 
she must also walk a tightrope of deception 
among the ever-present Nazi intelligence forces 
if she is to return to England with the information 
the Allies so desperately need and the sister she so 
desperately wants to ﬁnd.
Although this is the seventh installment in 
the series, readers won’t ﬁnd themselves adrift if 
they use this book as their entry point. MacNeal 
includes enough background material to keep pre-
vious storylines clear without slowing down the 
narrative with too much detail—in fact, readers 
may ﬁnd their interest piqued enough to read the 
previous entries in the series. Whether this is a 
ﬁrst encounter with Maggie Hope or the seventh, 
readers will be delighted with her intelligence and 
courage, and will be waiting anxiously to learn 
what happens next to this intrepid heroine.
—Jennifer E. Garrett ’98
Garrett, an aﬁcionado of mystery novels, is a 
freelance writer based in the Boston area.
A FEW  
GOOD WOMEN
Are you inspired by the life work  
of a fellow alumna?
Would her insights and accomplishments provide 
valuable lessons to students?
The Wellesley College Alumnae Association is seeking 
nominations for the Alumnae Achievement Awards. 
This annual award, Wellesley’s highest honor, 
celebrates women from a wide spectrum of fields.
For more information and to  
















This academic year, Wellesley College has a 
themed year centering on sustainability. The 
College’s Sustainability Committee will be 
encouraging student conversations around 
what sustainability means for Wellesley, culmi-
nating in a competition for funds to do a project 
that will increase sustainability on campus in 
some speciﬁc and measurable way.
We would love to hear from any alumnae who 
may be interested in being a part of the conver-
sation or in being a mentor to students partici-
pating in the competition. 







we are broadening 
perspectives.
You’re invited. The space seems to whisper it. 
Wellesley’s new living rooms invite connection. 
A conversation late into the night. The unexpected 
discovery of shared interests. What happens here 
is part alchemy, part catalyst—forging lasting 
bonds, bridging difference, and spurring growth. 
You can support the making of the friendships that 
give Wellesley women the confidence and courage 
to meet the world head on.
Give to Wellesley’s campaign  
and help enriching friendships grow  
at campaign.wellesley.edu/enrichingfriendships
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Endnote
Home in a Natural Light
Ann Haymond Zwinger ’46 spent her childhood growing up along the White River in Muncie, Ind., which inspired her storied career as a naturalist and author. 
Zwinger, who majored in art history, wrote and illustrated some 20 books on the natural history of North America. She died in 2014.
From Shaped by Wind & Water: Reﬂections of a Naturalist by Ann Haymond Zwinger (Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions 2000) © 2000 by Ann Haymond Zwinger. 
Reprinted with permission from Milkweed Editions. milkweed.org
I had never seen a winter wren until yesterday, when I made the introduc-
tory tour of Hedgebrook’s woods with Barton. An excellent naturalist, he 
reeled off the names of trees and shrubs and mushrooms until I yearned 
for paper and pencil to write and sketch this abundance of natural history 
detail into memory.
In the midst of his litany, a movement, not color, caught my eye, a small 
something that materialized into a bird that moved briskly, through and 
under fallen branches, prodding and poking at dead leaves and twigs. 
I tiptoed after it, [expecting it to] disappear. Instead it bustled along, 
unconcerned by my scrutiny, too busy to bother with observ-
ers, listing and sifting and jabbing for insects in the debris 
that accrues on a northwestern forest ﬂoor. Bustly 
little creature, rotund of body, short-tailed, self-
contained. I whispered “wren” without exactly 
knowing why, then added “winter?” That 
unsuspected identity must have been drawn 
from a pattern in some mental ﬁle drawer 
listing the combined characteristics of 
small, engrossed ground feeder with 
dark feathers, winter active.
Without a name I can learn nothing 
about the current object of my affec-
tion. It greatly satisﬁes something in my 
untidy nature to know that I watched 
Troglodytes troglodytes, and to know its 
name came from the Greek meaning for 
a creeper into holes or a cave dweller. And 
to ﬁnd out that while there are nine species of 
wrens in North America, winter wrens are the 
only wren species in Europe. In many parts of North 
America, they are winter-long singing members of the 
forest—Thoreau heard its “incessant lisping tinkle” in the moun-
tains of New Hampshire.
A name also deﬁnes what is not as well as what is. A wren is not a red-
winged blackbird and the why is as interesting as the fact. Now I can look 
up wrens in general and this one in particular. Maybe I’ll even ﬁnd one of 
those captivating connections that so delight devotees of natural history, feel 
a delectable sense of satisfaction, smile out loud, feel better about the hour.
Unfamiliar as these woods were, they became on the instant “home.” 
A place where I knew somebody’s name, not as something to check off on a 
trophy list but a handle on ﬁnding something out about it. Yes, I recognized 
the hallmark hemlock and red cedar, Douglas ﬁr and bigleaf maple because 
Susan, my eldest daughter who lives on Whidbey Island, taught me. But 
it was that self-absorbed, ofﬁciously energetic little wren that gave me 
welcome. Given that I scarcely knew a wren from a wrench from a wench 
from a winch thirty years ago, when I started writing, I draw enormous 
pleasure from what has been added to my life.
Answering the question “What is that?” means that, over time, one 
builds a vocabulary of names, an activity which may sound about as excit-
ing as watching the pudding set. But not to this taxonomical devotee. 
I believe in knowing the names of things, the assigning of which 
is a human necessity. Taxonomy allows me to access a 
massive body of knowledge. A name is a pathway to 
getting acquainted. Only then can I ﬁnd out how 
a Douglas ﬁr responds to the wind storm of the 
summer hail, how it grows and how it whis-
pers, how it gets along in the world, how it 
values its habitat. …  I used to deﬁne the 
space designated in my mind as “home” 
by the name of my town, my telephone 
number, and my street address. But in 
recent years I have begun to feel that 
there are more important designators 
for me and that I need to learn them: the 
native trees, the native wildﬂowers—the 
ﬁrst in spring, the last in autumn—wher-
ever I walk. A constant ﬂow of questions 
results: I know that shrub growing along the 
path, and what its beneﬁcial uses are, but not 
what spider festoons its branches. Not the mush-
rooms that spring up unbidden in the grass. I do know 
what the name of the small, splayed-open ivory lilies nesting 
close to the ground in early spring is, and what bird carols me awake 
in the morning, but I don’t know what the migration patterns are of the birds 
that match the seasons. That knowledge may be as or more important than 
my numerical existence.
I believe that knowledge of one’s neighborhood, of the plants and animals 
and insects and rocks (and everything else I’ve left out) that share our space, 
ought to be part of everyone’s lexicon of place. Surely it’s not asking too 
much for each of us to know ten native plants, ten stars by name, ten six- and 
eight-legged crawlers and hoppers? …  [I]f you don’t know home, how can 



















 ‘ We are the stewards of these spaces 
and the life that ﬁlls them.’
   —President Paula Johnson
